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From Jean Powell: Mary Ann Harrowell was my grandmother and she was born in Leverstock Green in about 1866 and her parents were George Harrowell and Caroline Harrowell nee Burgess.
 Dear Jean,
 

I expect that the only information I have, you already have, i.e. the 1871 census returns showing the  family of George Harrowell living in the St. Michaels section of the village.  That gives your ?grandmother (gt.grandmother perhaps)as being of 3 years of age in 1871.  Apart from George & Caroline (aged 42/40 respectively) the children listed were Arthur (11), Norman (8), Emma (6), Mary Anne ( 3) and Alfred (1month). There was also another family of Harowells listed, but whether they were related or not I do not know.
 

The 1881 is also interesting, as much because of what it omits, and I presume Thomas was Norman (use of a middle name perhaps)
 

	Harrowell
	George
	 
	m
	head
	51
	 
	m
	Leverstock Green
	Agricultural Labourer

	Harrowell
	Caroline
	 
	m
	wife
	50
	 
	f
	Troley Bottom (A. Langley)
	Straw plaiter

	Harrowell
	Thomas
	 
	u
	son
	18
	 
	m
	Leverstock Green
	Agricultural Labourer

	Harrowell
	Alfred
	 
	u
	son
	10
	 
	m
	Leverstock Green
	scholar


 

The other Harrowells are still shown at Hill farm:
 

	Harrowell
	John
	Hall Farm Leverstock Green (should read Hill Farm)
	m
	 
	Head
	50
	1831
	m
	Leverstock Green
	Farm Labourer

	Harrowell
	Ann
	Hall Farm Leverstock Green (should read Hill Farm)
	m
	 
	wife
	48
	1833
	f
	Leverstock Green
	Straw Plaiter

	Harrowell
	George
	Hall Farm Leverstock Green (should read Hill Farm)
	u
	 
	son
	19
	1862
	m
	Leverstock Green
	Farm Labourer

	Harrowell
	Sarah
	Hall Farm Leverstock Green (should read Hill Farm)
	u
	 
	dau
	17
	1864
	f
	Leverstock Green
	Straw Plaiter

	Harrowell
	Frederick
	Hall Farm Leverstock Green (should read Hill Farm)
	 
	 
	son
	15
	1866
	m
	Leverstock Green
	Farm Labourer

	Harrowell
	Annie
	Hall Farm Leverstock Green (should read Hill Farm)
	 
	 
	dau
	9
	1872
	f
	Leverstock Green
	scholar


 

The 1891 census shows George and Caroline to have moved to Blacksmiths Cottages in the village ( Abbots Langley Section where they were living with their 20 year old son Alfred.)  Of the other Harrowells, James aged 60 was a lodger at the Three Horseshoes PH and his daughter Emily was in service at the Vicarage.
 

The 1901 census:
 

	Leverstock Green
	1
	 
	 
	 
	4
	Alfred
	Harrowell
	head
	m
	30
	 
	Brickfield Labourer
	worker
	 
	Herts
	St. Michaels

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Lizzie A. 
	Harrowell
	wife
	m
	 
	27
	 
	 
	 
	Herts
	Tring

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Fred
	Harrowell
	son
	 
	6
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Herts
	Watford

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Emily B.
	Harrowell
	daughter
	 
	 
	2
	 
	 
	 
	Herts
	Watford

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	George
	Harrowell
	father
	w
	70
	 
	Agricultural Labourer
	 
	 
	Herts
	Hemel Hempstead


 

The position of the entry indicates they lived in one of the cottages in the central part of the village.
 

I'm writing this as I check the information, and I now realise why the name Harrowell ring bells.  Fred Harrowell, (he would be some kind of cousin to you I guess) was one of the village casualties in WW1
 

	Harrowell
	Fred 
	Hertfordshire Yeomanry
	Leverstock Green, Hemel Hempstead
	Ramleh War Cemetery
	Private. Died in Palestine 3rd October 1918
	DHT


 

 

MEMORIAL TO LEVERSTOCK 

GREEN OLD BOYS.

____________

 

A beautiful memorial brass was dedicated on Thursday last to the boys of Leverstock Green School, who have fallen in the war.  On Thursday evening many people assembled in the large school room  The Vicar (Rev. Arthur Durrant) entered in his robes, and took his place near the tablet, which was then unveiled, and the inscription, which was as follows, was read aloud by him:- “To the glorious memory of the boys of this school, who fell in the Great War, 1914-1918.  The Righteous live for ever more and the care of them is with the Most High.”  The names of the fallen inscribed on the tablet are:  Ben Briggs, Fred Cole, Fred Eames, Benj. Oakley, Harry Biswell, Jack Biswell, Fred Charge, Bernard Wright, Fred Harrowell, Victor Perkins, George Goodenough, Fred Taylor, William Parkins, Herbert Wombwell, James Hallett, George Timson, George Brown, Arthur West,  Edwin Thirn, Harry Sears, Harry Woodward.   A short memorial service  followed, the psalms used being xxiii., xxvii., and the hymns, “They whose course on earth be o’er” and “For all the Saints who from their labours rest,” were sung.  The vicar afterwards delivered the address in the course of which he said  “Almighty God speaks to us in ways that He chooses.  Tonight his message seems to be that all is well with God’s children, and he asks us to trust Him.  here in this life, God calls His children in Holy Baptism, and then he sacrifices them, fitting, training and preparing them for closer presence to Himself.  In this sanctification there must be much we cannot understand, for God is eternal, infinitely wise, almighty and of infinite love.  He tells us that through much tribulation we enter into the glory of His Kingdom.  We know enough of God to trust Him in this  life.  This is the experience of the saints and of all who love God.  As  we get to know God we are led to trust God , and so we can trust into God’s hands those whom He takes from us.  What shall we say to God tonight? We may say ‘Gather us, O Lord under the feet of Thine elect, as Thou wilt and when Thou wilt, only with our sin and shame’.  God has gathered  to Himself those whose names are on this memorial brass, from the field of battle, where doing their duty, saving home and country by the supreme sacrifice of themselves.

The brass  has been erected through the kind help and assistance of Mr.. Ford (headmaster) and by subscriptions collected by Sergt. Thorn, F. Wilkins, and E.Woodwards and the schoolchildren themselves.  The names engraved are of those men who were educated in Leverstock Green school in their boyhood, two of whom finished their education there and the rest (19 in all) were brought up there from their youngest days.  The brass has been admirably executed.  It is mounted on oak, and the design and lettering are simple and bold.  It is certainly a piece of good and truly artistic work, such as one seldom meets with in a small country village.

 

 

His name is also of course on our war memorial, and I attach a photo of it and a close-up of the inscription. (Bottom, L hand column)  His name is read out with all the others on Remembrance Sunday, and as Chairman of the Village Association it is my privilege to lay a wreath from the residents to honour those who died.
 

I am currently researching the Great War and its effect on the village, and am trying to accumulate as many photos as possible of the young men who fought in the war, and especially of those who died. It is important that they should be fully and properly remembered, an not just be a name on the war memorial. If you are able to find a family photo of Fred and let me have a copy (either in print or electronically) I'd be most grateful.
 

 

I hope this is of some help and interest
 

Barbara Chapman
NB  MY E-MAIL ADDRESS HAS CHANGED TO:
lghistorian@btinternet.com 
 

Visit:
www.lgchronicle.net 
for Leverstock Green's 
local history.

Jean,
 

not sure why I forgot to check these for previous e-mail, but these are some monumental inscriptions from our church:
 

ALFRED HARROWELL who died April 7th 1937 aged 66 years/ Also Lizzie Harrowell died April 28th 1963 aged 89 years/also of the son of the above, Fred Harrowell who died in Palestine October 3rd 1918 aged 24 years.
 

JAMES HARROWELL died Dec 22 1966 aged 65/ also of his wife Nora died Jan 5th 1986 aged 85
 

 

I also have the following in a transcripts of the Burial records (1850 - 1899) the actual church registers are all except the current ones at HALS (County Hall)  Dates are dates of Burial not death
 

Walter Harrowel - aged 6 months register no 234 - 04-07-1869 - res Leverstock Green
 

Ann Harrowell  - aged 52 - 02-02- 1888 - reg 477 res Belconey ( a part of Leverstock Green)
 

Beatrice May Harrowell - aged 7 months - reg 588 - 08-12- 1894 res Belconey
 

Caroline Harrowell - aged 67 - reg 634 - 25-02-1898
 

Elizabeth Harrowell - aged 1 year - reg 42 - 08-10-1854
 

James Harrowell aged 74 24 -10-1864 - eg 158
 

Mary Harrowell aged 77, re g 375, 02-07-1879, Bennetts End (then a part of Leverstock Green, different geographically to today's Bennetts End)
 

Thomas Harrowell, aged 1 year reg 89, 08-09-1858 
 

Pleas note that I cannot say with certainly all are members of the same family.  Would guess Caroline to be your ? grandmother.
 

Maybe sometime, if you have one, you could let me have a family tree.
 

Enjoy your research
 

Barbara Chapman
June 2007
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