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THE LEVERSTOCK GREEN CHRONICLE –

EXTRACTS RE THE KINGHAM & HOWLETT FAMILIES

N.B. The following are extracts from the Chronicle and other sources concerning persons with the surnames KINGHAM or HOWLETT living in and around Leverstock Green.  The information does not necessarily imply that the persons referred to belong to the same family.  It is therefore important for the family historian to verify any supposed family links by other means. NB In UK dates the day is given before the month. E.g. 01 – 03 is the 1st of March)

Barbara Chapman 26th August 2002

Militia Lists:

Hemel Hempstead (Herts Family & Population History Society, 1987)

· 1758 Thomas KINGHAM, Hempstead Town 

· 1778A Joseph HOWLETT Hempstead Town Labourer
· 1778B William HOWLETT Hempstead town Innkeeper
Abbots Langley (HF&PHS, No 106, 2000)

· 1768 Thomas KINGHAM, Abbots Langley, Servant

St. Michaels Ward (HF&PHS, No 52, 1994)
· 1773 Thomas HOWLETT – St. Michaels Ploughman

Monumental Inscriptions (HF&PHS)
 St. Mary’s Hemel Hempstead, No 18, St. Lawrence Abbots Langley, No 39; Dacorum Nonconformist, No 33 & St. Michael (St. Albans), No 61 yielded nothing on either name.

Holy Trinity, No 43, 1991)

· KINGHAM George who died Sep 21st 1867 aged 17 years.

· HOWLETT Mary Ann the beloved wife of Joel HOWLETT of Leverstock Green who peacefully & happily fell asleep Nov 27 1875 aged .6 years/ also of Joel HOWLETT husband of the above who died Sept 11 18 (79)? Aged 76 years/ also Matilda George daughter of the above who died September 25. ………aged 56 years
· ( coincidentally in neighbouring plot to above) KINGHAM Thomas who passed away April 21 1879 in his 62nd year/ also of Kezia the beloved wife of the above who passed away Feb 16 1910 in her 86th year/ also Edward KINGHAM son of the above who passed away March 1927 in his 68th year, all of the Manor Farm Two Waters/ also of Sarah KINGHAM who passed away Oct 20th 1930  in her 78th year/ also of Jane KINGHAM who died 8th August 1956 aged 85 years
· HOWLETT Winifred Miller 17th April 1939 – 29th Feb 1984 ) also included in book of remembrance, age given as 44)
Burials 1850-1899 ( transcript undertaken by Rev. M Abbot – originals of this and all other registers apart from those currently in use are at HALS, County Hall, Hertford.)

· 01-03-1956 KINGHAM David aged 2 months, Leverstock Green 

· 08-03-1864 KINGHAM Ellen aged 10 months, Leverstock Green 

· 25-09-1867 KINGHAM George aged 17 Boxmoor

· 27-02-1858 KINGHAM Henry aged 1 year Leverstock Green 

· 25-04-1879 KINGHAM Thomas aged 62 Boxmoor

· 04-03-64 HOWLETT Annie aged 9 months, Leverstock Green 

· HOWLETT Arthur ( Arthur Henry) aged 6 months Leverstock Green 

· HOWLETT, Joel aged 74 Dunstable

· 02-12-1875 HOWLETT Mary Ann aged 58 Leverstock Green 

1851 Census ( within Leverstock Green area only): This shows several  members of the HOWLETT family living at the Crab Tree Beer Shop, also an additional entry in the Hemel parish section.  These details tie up nicely with other information.

From School Log Books:

1864

February 15th Monday - Four children ( King hams ) absent - fever - 3 in 1st class away 2 from home circumstances.

Thursday 3rd
(March)- Three Kinghams have leave in the afternoon because baby died in the dinner time.  Punished Sarah Bonnick for telling a lie. -

Wednesday 5th
- 1st & 2nd class went to church with S.Kingham who acted as monitor.  Rev. R. Helme visited.

1865: 

Wednesday 5th (April)
- 1st & 2nd class went to church with S.Kingham who acted as monitor.  Rev. R. Helme visited.

1840 Tithe Apportionaments ( just LG areas within HH St,M & AL):

St. M: - Land Owned by George Holloway,Occupied by William Kingham:
240                        Leather Bottle Inn

Leverstock Green CHRONICLE:

29th June 1824 - John Groom, corndealer, acquired a seven year lease on Leverstock Green Farm.

"Christopher Thomas Towers hath demised leased and farm letten All that Messuage or Tenement Farm and Lands......64 acres more or less.........late in the occupation of Isaac Turner now of the said John Groom………………..

8. He was "not to cut the underwood in the wood called Fox Howletts
 till January 1st 1825 nor of the wood called Hobbs Hill till after January 1st 1826”.  It is interesting to note that the woods were referred to as Hobbs Hill for the first time, and not Hobb Gill or Hobb Jo. As late as the present time elderly residents of the area still referred to the woods as Hobb (pronounced'obb) Gill or Hobb Jo.  I believe the name Hobbs Hill came about by a clerk miscopying the name from an older document.

1840- St. Michael's Tithe Survey
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,  Using the information in the tithe survey it is possible to say who owned, and who lived in the various farms and principle dwellings in  and around Leverstock Green. Many of these have been mentioned above, but it is 

interesting to note who owned and ran the various licensed premises:   The "Red Lion" was owned by Thomas Cromack, and occupied by William Ward, The "Rose & Crown" ( part of which was in Abbots Langley parish, and part in St. Michael's parish) was owned by Thomas Hinder and occupied by Richard Ostler, and the "Leather Bottle" was still owned by George Holloway, the Hemel Brewer, with William Kingham as the licensee.  

1851 - Joel Howlett was known to be the owner/occupier of The Crabtree in Leverstock Green Road.  Howlett was also a grocer and a straw-plait dealer.[ S52 ]

1870 - The Kelly’s Directory for Hertfordshire this year gives Leverstock Green its own entry: the village had gone up in the world!  This is was it had to say about the village:

          Leverstock Green is a consolidated chapelry and ecclesiastical district formed from the three parishes of St. Michael's. Abbots Langley and Hemel Hempstead, 2 and a half miles east from the latter town, and 4 and a half from St. Albans, in Dacorum hundred, St. Albans County Court district, St. Albans rural deanery and archdeaconry, and diocese of Rochester.  The church of the Holy Trinity, erected in 1848, is a neat building of flint stone, consisting of nave, aisles, chancel and south porch, with a bell-turret at the west end containing 2 small bells: the interior is fitted with open benches.  The register dates from the year 1848.  The living, is a vicarage, yearly value £95, with residences, in the gift of the Earl of Verulam, and held by the Rev. Robert Helme, M.A. of Trinity College Cambridge.  There is a  National School erected in 1846, and enlarged in 1857; also a Baptist chapel.  The Earl of Verulam, who is lord of the manor, and John Dickinson esq., are the principal landowners.  The soil is chalk; subsoil chalk.  The chief crops are wheat, barley, oats and turnips.  The population of the chapelry in 1861 was 1.247.  The position of Parish Clerk is vacant.

……………………………… 

Joel Howlett, farmer               
……………………………………………………………  Joel Howlett had presumably changed trades, as in 1851 he had been the owner of The Crabtree, as well as a grocer and straw plait dealer. [ S 52 ]
1881 .)  Joel Howlett was still listed as a farmer. [ Kel.Dir. ]

1886 - Kelly’s Directory for this year …………………..Alcoholic beverages were still retailed by many in the village, namely Michael Cavanah, George Dell, George Howlett, George Thomas Saunders and William Steers.

1890. - As with earlier entries. Leverstock Green had a substantial section in Kelly’s Directory for this year. ……………………………….. There seemed to be fewer changes in the commercial sector this year, with Daniel Charge, John and William Child, Walter Cook, William Cooper, George Dell, Thomas Doult, Jane Finch, George  Howlett, James Kentish, Matthew Leno Senior, Robert Norris, William Parkins, William Perry, the three Seabrooks, George Sheppard, George Snoxall and George Timson, following the same occupations as before

1898 - The entry in Kelly's Directory for this year was virtually unchanged…………………………. Assisting them in keeping the village in beer were George Fountain, Vincent Gerrish, George Howlett, and John Smith. [Kel.Dir.]

1902 - 

The first entry in Kelly's Directory for the new century was much the same as in previous years, but noted that the net yearly value of the living of Holy Trinity ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

                    John William Fade, beer retailer

                    Mrs. Jane Finch, farmer, Corner Farm

                    James Knox Hart, farmer, Leverstock Green Farm

George Howlett, beer retailer
� The name of the wood is suggestive of a connection to the Howlett Family





