Details concerning the Leno family recorded in the Leverstock Green Chronicle.


The Leno Family

Listed below are extracts from the Leverstock Green Chronicle concerning Matthew Leno Senior of Cox Pond, Leverstock Green and his family.  In addition details from the Monumental Inscriptions Record for Holy Trinity Church, and the Hertfordshire Melitia Lists for Hemel Hempstead, St. Michaels and Abbots Langley have been included.   References in square brackets refer to the sauce of the information, details of which can be viewed at http://bacchronicle.homestead.com/sources.html .

Details from the  HF&PHS “<Monumental Inscriptions – Holy Trinity Church Leverstock Green”  (There were no LENOs listed in the Monumental inscriptions from Abbots Langley,  St. Michaels or St. Marys, nor were any listed from the Non-Conformists’ Burial Grounds in Dacorum)
226 – LENO Mary 1851-1933/ and of Matthew LENO 1850-1836

227 – LENO Mary Ann of Plymouth who died at Southampton July 11th 1896 aged 49 years

228 - LENO Ann the wife of Matthew leno of Cox Pond Farm died January 20 1892 aged 71 years/also of Matthew LENO husband of the above who entered into rest November 29th 1904 aged 74 years.

229 – LENO Winifred Annie 1885 – 1913

Details from the St. Michael’s Militia List: (There were no LENOs listed in the Hemel Hempstead and Abbots Langley Militia Lists.

1768 – John LENO – St. Michaels – Tasker

1782 – Thomas LENO – St. Michaels – Tasker

Details from the Leverstock Green Chronicle:

1882 - Kellys Directory for this year again gives plenty of information on the village…….  …The agricultural community  has undergone some changes………….Matthew Leno had now taken over Cox Pond Farm… 

1886 - Kellys Directory for this year ……….. while Matthew Leno of Cox Pond Farm has widened his scope to include poultry and pheasant breeding.

1886-1887 – Matthew Leno Senior, of Cox Pond Farm, was High Bailiff of Hemel Hempstead .  According to his obituary on the Gazette in 1904 “this honour was the due reward of the inhabitants for his faithful service as a guardian of the poor and a member of other bodies.  In the second year of his office as Bailiff the work of the local town improvement committee was brought to a head and it is recorded that: “The old premises known as the Lamb and some shop property were purchased and pulled down and upon the site was erected a Market square, shambles and three shops..”  The present square and market place buildings will ever stand as a monument to the zeal and work of the late Mr Leno as chairman of the committee who carried out such a notable improvement, one of the most pleasant features of which was the formation of the open in the narrow High Street and the exposing to view of the grand old parish church.”  [Gazette December 10th 1904.]

1889 – Matthew Leno Senior of  Cox Pond Farm, was one of the set of international judges at Feather Fanciers shows and exhibitions in Dublin, Belfast, Palace, Birmingham, the Royal Show, Edinburgh Kilmarnock and others.   He had also officiated at the Paris Exhibition of 1878, receiving a bronze medal.  However this was before he came to Leverstock Green. [Gazette 10th December 1905]

1890- As with earlier entries. Leverstock Green had a substantial section in Kellys Directory for this year………….. There seemed to be fewer changes in the commercial sector this year, with ……. Matthew Leno Senior………….., following the same occupations as before…………… Matthew Leno Junior, had spread the family interest, and was now at Westwick Row farm.  

20th & 21st June 1890 – Matthew Leno from Cox Pond was a candidate at the election for new Boxmoor Trustees.  Polling took place at the Corn Exchange Hemel Hempstead High Street.  Mr. Leno was not elected however, receiving 180 votes which placed him 17th out of a list of 26.  Only the first 9 were elected. [Gazette 28th June 1890]

Thursday 26th June 1890: Matthew Leno Senior of Cox Pond was a member of the Hemel Hempstead Highways board and attended a meeting.   “A Meeting of the Highway Board was held on Thursday, when there were present --- Mr Balderson (in the chair,) Mr Randall, Mr Leno, Mr W. S. Elliott, Mr G Field, Mr G. Young, Mr F. Saunders; Mr Lovel Smeathman, Clerk…………….. Mr Leno called attention to the large number of men employed on the roads at the present time in comparison with the number employed at the corresponding period last year, there being 17 now employed at a cost of £11 1 2 for the previous week…”  [Gazette 28th June 1890]

Week ending 24 October 1896 - Mr. Matthew Leno of Cox Pond Farm made headline news in the Gazette twice this week.  Firstly, he was seeking help from the Gazette's readers (with the backing of the newspaper) for the one of his farm workers Mr. W.W. Thorne.  Sadly Mr. Thorne's wife had recently died at the age of 34 after giving birth, leaving Mr. Thorne a widower with 9 children to look after. The youngest being 23 days old, the eldest 14 years old.

As well as seeking assistance for his workman, Mr. Leno had formed a Sparrow Club, with the intention of attempting to reduce the local sparrow population, considered by many farmers to be a pest, harming their crops. Mr. Leno called a meeting at the Bell Hotel in the High Street for like-minded persons, and was duly elected chairman of the society. [Gazette 24.10.1996]

5th December 1896 - The Gazette reported that the fund set up by Matthew Leno of Cox Pond Farm to support one of his farm labourer's left a widower with 9 children to support, was doing very well. Nearly a complete column of the Gazette was given over to detailing the donations made to the fund. It was decided the fund should close on December 12th, but when the article was published, the fund had nearly reached the grand total of £10.  Donations had ranged from 6d to 10/-. [Gazette 5.12.1996]

Week ending March 20th 1897 - A meeting of the Hemel Hempstead Sparrow Club was held at the Bell Hotel in the High Street. The club had been founded by Matthew Leno of Cox Pond Farm (see entry for Dec. 5th 1896), who was its chairman.  Mr. Leno presided at the first quarterly meeting of the club and presented the prizes for the greatest number of sparrows killed during the previous three months.

The top prize of £1 went to Mr. E.J. Dwight for killing 3,814 sparrows, second was Mr. H. Taylor who killed 2,957, and third was Mr. Gee with 1,635.  The total number of dead sparrows for the quarter was 12,585. [Gazette 20.3.1997]

Week ending April 10th 1897  - The Hemel Hempstead Parish Council elections took place, resulting in the surprise defeat of two “veterans of the town’s public affairs”, one of which was Matthew Leno of Cox Pond Farm.  It was felt by the Gazette reporter of the day that as Mr. Leno was a Leverstock Green resident, and the polling station was in the Corn Exchange in Hemel Hempstead town centre, the long distance Leverstock Green voters would have to travel could have been to blame for his defeat.  This was the last election for the Hemel Hempstead Parish Council. [Gazette, 10.4.1997]

1898 - The entry in Kelly's Directory for this year was virtually unchanged………….. Pheasant breeding was now only done by Matthew Leno at Cox Pond Farm.  The rest of the farming community remained much as before,…….

1901 Census – strangely I can get no results for either Matthew Senior nor Matthew Junior on the PRO Census on-line.  Matthew Senior would have been about 71 and Matthew Junior about 48.  Various younger members of the family appear as does Mary, Matthew Junior’s wife.  Edgar Leno is another absentee from the census results.
	NAME
	AGE
	WHERE BORN
	RESIDENT
	OCCUPATION

	Mary Leno
	49
	Flamsted
	St. Michaels
	

	William Leno
	 22
	Flamsted
	St. Michaels
	Farmers son

	Herbert Leno
	20
	Kenswell (Herts)
	St. Michaels
	Farmers son

	Winifred Leno
	17
	
	St. Michaels
	

	Sybil Leno
	14
	
	St. Michaels
	

	Bessie Leno
	14
	
	St. Michaels
	

	John Leno
	10
	St. Michaels
	St. Michaels
	

	Harry Leno
	7
	
	St Michaels
	

	
	
	
	
	


 [ http://www.1901census.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.html  ]

1902 – Kelley’s Directory…….. Matthew Leno, farmer and pheasant and poultry breeder, Coxpond Farm. Matthew Leno junior, farmer, Westwick Farm 

February 10th 1902 - Sybil Leno was taken into the St. Albans Isolation Hospital with Scarlet Fever, and the village school was closed for 3 weeks in order to try and reduce the further spread of the disease. [S73]
24th June 1902 - This was the day set aside for the King’s coronation, however, unfortunately the King contracted appendicitis and by the day of the Coronation was only just recovering from an operation to rectify the problem which had developed into Peritonitis.  Despite the specific request of the King that the various feasts, and celebrations around the countryside should continue, most such arrangements were in fact cancelled.  Unfortunately this in turn led to riots in Hemel Hempstead and Watford (and possibly elsewhere in the country) as special dinners had been laid on for the poor who were disappointed at the last moment.  Leverstock Green residents, however, bucked the trend and continued with its celebrations despite the postponing of the Coronation itself. 

In the Gazette’s report on the Coronation Sports: One mile cycle handicap 1st W| Parkins, 2nd  L. Seabrook,  3rd W Leno……The Gazette finished up by saying: Much praise is due to the hardworking committee and willing band of helpers, and special mention should be the Vicar, Messrs Ford, Child, Sears, Finch, Leno  and Hart.  Mr Cartwright sent a large bag of sweets, and Messrs W  E Bailey, and W Reeves generously gave a quantity of cakes etc. [Gazette 26th June 1902]
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6th September 1902 - The following headline appeared in the Gazette: MATTHEW LENO AS POULTRY JUDGE. And an interesting sketch of the career of Matthew Leno of Coxpond Farm Leverstock Green (See photo right)  which had appeared in the Illustrated Poultry News was published at length  and giving details of his main points of his career as a poultry breeder. Having been born on June 14th 1830, he was now 72 years of age.

The full transcript of the text reads as follows:

Mr Matthew Leno as a poultry judge

	


“For more than a quarter-of-a-century,” says the writer, “the name of Mr M. Leno can be found on schedules and catalogues as a judge of poultry at many of the leading shows throughout Great Britain and Ireland. No man who ever handled a judging stick can boast a higher or more well-deserved reputation both for honesty and ability. Born on June 14, 1830, he has watched the growth of the fancy from its infancy, kept himself perfectly acquainted, with the various changes of breed and fashion, and never becoming fossilised, but always ready to judge the standard of the times. He has proved himself not only one of the soundest all-round judges, but also one of the best friends to the interests of the poultry fancy at large.


For many years Mr Leno’s career both as a breeder and an exhibitor was a most successful one, and in his time he has kept nearly every variety of fowls, ducks, geese and turkeys, besides pigeons, canaries, rabbits and cavies.


His first fancy, when only seven years old, was some common blue pigeons, and when, three years later, his father, in company with a friend, took him by coach to London, his first question on arriving at the city was, “It is fair day?”  This in consequence of the keen eye of the young fancier having spotted, as they passed along the Euston road (then called the New road), a pair of curious looking red pigeons hanging for sale in a basket. Pulling his father’s coat, young Matthew begged paterfamilias to buy them for him; the reply was ‘Come along boy!’ The appeal, however, had seemingly impressed itself upon his father’s friend, for, greatly to his surprise; the following week he received by coach from town a pair of red Jacobins from this same friend, sent as a present.


This was a real start in the fancy, and from 10 to 16 years of age he amassed quite a large stock of fancy pigeons, including Carriers, Barbs, Pouters, Owls and Fantails. But at that date there was no encouragement in the way of shows. The Sebright Bantam has always been one of Mr Leno’s great favourites. His original stock was presented to him by the late Sir Thos. Sebright, Bart, who was a son of the late Sir John Sebright, who originated the breed, and whose name they bear. His first show was at the Surrey Zoological Gardens, where he sent some of the aforesaid bantams and secured a second prize. This was somewhere about 1854. There he also exhibited a trio of Silver-spangled Hamburghs of his own breeding, which won first, and were claimed for £5, a good price for a start and in those times. ‘My next venture,’ says Mr Leno ‘was at Hitchin Show. There I exhibited several pens of what I styled Silver Hamburgh-Bantams. They were bred from a Silver-spangled Hamburgh cock and a Golden Sebright hen. They were of pure white ground colour and well laced. All were claimed at the show at catalogue price. I never knew who bought them and never bred any more, as they were too large to please me. On Mr Leno’s subsequent successes we need not dwell. His name had figured predominantly at all the leading shows and he still exhibits some of his favourites at a few exhibitions, and is as fond of the fancy as ever, though he has discontinued the acceptance of judging engagements for some time now, with the exception of two local events, which are within easy driving distance. One of the red letter days of his career as a judge was when, in 1878, he had the honour to judge at the Paris International Show, and was presented with an etching of H.R.H. the Prince of Wales (now King Edward VII) who was president of the British Commission and whose own autograph was attached to the etching; also a handsome medal, presented by the French Minister of Agriculture for services rendered. Both these are naturally greatly prized by our old friend.”
[Gazette  6th September 1902]

2nd May 1903 -  Edgar Leno of Leverstock Green had 4 claims brought against him: William Messenger Boxmoor £1 1s, Walter Gentle, Bedmond £16, William Breed Abbots Langley, £16, , Woodman Bros. Hemel Hempstead £10.0s 4d  -judgement was given again Leno who did not appear at the court and he had to pay within 14 days.  [Gazette 2nd May 1903]

7th November 1903

LEVERSTOCK GREEN

DEDICATION FESTIVAL

Friday last was the anniversary of Leverstock Green parish Church.  Special services were held to mark the occasion viz Holy Communion at 7.30  9 o’clock and the latter being choral.  A public tea was given in the schoolroom at 4.30 by the following ladies of the parish: Mrs Durrant, Mrs beverage, Mrs Joseph Bailey, Mrs Dell, Mrs Leno………….[Gazette  7th November 1903]

19th July 1904 – Possibly the earliest intimation that all was not well with Matthew Leno Junior of Westwick Farm (see general entry for August 1904), was a letter addressed to Messrs Harding & Sons from A. Tremayne Buller (whom I assume was an agent of the Earl of Verulam – see entry for 31st August 1904).  The letter read as follows:







19th July 1904

Dear Sirs

Westwick Row Farm

Mr. Leno tenant

Will you please arrange to put in a distress for rent on Friday next.

There are 10 or 12 beasts and some hay.  I fear the growing crops are worthless.

Overleaf you will find a statement of Leno’s account.


Yours faithfully


A Tremayne Buller

Arrears of rent Westwick Row Farm…….£409. 19s 4d

Half year’s rent to Lady Day Last
£153.  0s  0d








£562.19.4d














A reply to this letter was sent from Hardings stating that they were essentially too busy to deal with the matter, so had put it in the hands of Mr. W. Dorant. They then went on to point out that “you cannot destrain for more than one year’s rent.”  [HALS: D/EV.E83 RE Westwick Farm 1904]
August 6th 1904 – The following advert appeared in the Gazette concerning Hill Farm
 Leverstock Green : “Mr. W. Dorrant will sell by auction on the premises as above on Friday August 19th 1904 at One o’clock, by direction of Mr Leno who is leaving the farm,  the valuable live and dead stock and growing crops” there then  followed a list of growing crops including 23 acres of barley and 23 acres of oats.  [Gazette 6th August 1904]

August 1904 -  Westwick Farm, part of the Earl of Verulum’s Estate, was sold.  Harding & Son of St. Albans, Estate Agents, managed the sale both of the lease and the live and dead stock. [HALS: D/EV/E83]  N.B. It is apparent that although the advert in the Gazette  on 6th August claimed that it was the lease  of Hill Farm which was for sale, that in actual fact it was either Westwick Farm or Westwick Row Farm which was for sale. The former being the most probable. This further confusion arose because the various documents concerning the sale of the property, refer to it under both names, rather than just the one.  Matthew Leno, the departing tenant, referring to the farm as Westwick Row Farm,  as did other correspondents, however, the catalogue for sale of live & dead goods referred to Westwick Farm, as did adverts in the Gazette, and Kelley’s Directory for 1902.  The bundle of papers at HALS has a note  which says: to Mr. Leno Jun: but unfortunately no map accompanied them. [HALS: D/EV.E83 RE Westwick Farm 1904]

8th August 1904 -  The following note concerning Westwick Farm was received at the offices of Harding & Son Land Agents, surveyors and Auctioneers of St. Peter’s Street, St. Albans. (See also reference to sale of Westwick Farm, August 1904.) 1904 – 

Dear Mr Harding,

 The bearer Mr S Surridge of Primrose Hill Kings Langley applies to take Leno's farm and offers to take crops at valuation etc. I have referred him to you for particulars.

Y since 

W Dorant

[HALS: D/EV.E83 RE Westwick Farm 1904]

Friday August 19th 1904  - An auction took place at 1pm at Westwick Farm of all the live and dead stock ”by direction of Mr. Leno who is leaving”.  He sale included Corn bins, a cistern, chaff cutters, turnip cutters, troughs, 6 powerful cart horses, 7 milch cows, 100 head of poultry, numerous other pieces of equipment and machinery, 6 ricks of prime clover and included the growing crops, namely 23 acres of barley and 22 acres of oats. The auctioneer was to be Mr W Dorant, from Victoria Street St. Albans.   Pencilled prices on the catalogue held at HALS suggest they were made by a buyer or bidder. Assuming the figures represent the prices paid, then the cart horses were sold as follows: 

6 year old Cart Mare “Diamond” £39

Gelding “Prince” £23

Mare “Flower” £11

Gelding “Punch” £8 10s 0d

Gelding “Monkey”  £5

Mare “Short” £7.

It also appears that Mr Surridge purchased a rick of prime meadow hay for £36 10s; Mr East a rick of clover for £38;  & Mr Pearce a rick of bents for £21; Mr Pearce bought a rick of mixture for £17 10s and Mr White a rick of old second cut lover for £36 10s.  Mr Bailey ( from Chambersbury) bought 10 acres of barley for £27 10s.  Some other details of buyers etc. were also noted.  The cows, sold individually, fetched a total of just over £89.

[HALS: D/EV.E83 RE Westwick Farm 1904]
28th September 1904 – Matthew Leno, the departing tenant at Westwick Farm sent this very scrappy  two page letter [R] to Messrs Harding & Sons Land agents.  It was addressed Westwick Row Farm

N.B. The numerous papers relating to Westwick (Row) farm and its eventual sale in 1904 show M Leno to be somewhat tricky in his dealings, with payments unmade, other demands for more money than certain crops were worth etc.  In one note which referred to Mr Leno leaving, although not saying so directly, the tenor of the note was such as to suggest good riddance!

[HALS: D/EV.E83 RE Westwick Farm 1904]


November 29th 1904 - Matthew Leno Senior, from Cox Pond Farm, and one of the long serving village school managers, died.  The notice of his death carried in the following week’s Gazette stated:  “It is with deep regret we have to chronicle the death, which took place on Tuesday, of Mr Matthew Leno, of Leverstock Green.  Deceased, who was nearly 75 years of age, was up to a few years ago one of the most prominent public men in Hemel Hempstead, and he had had a long and honourable career in he feathered world as a judge of poultry.  Mr Leno was High Bailiff of Hemel Hempstead in 1886-87; during which time the present market square and shops were built.

Some additional particulars with a report of the funeral which takes place today (Saturday) will appear next week. [Gazette December 3rd 1904; S73 ]

Saturday 3rd December 1904 – The funeral of Matthew Leno senior took place at Holy Trinity Church. The Gazette recalled: There were manifestations of regret and esteem on all sides, and a large concourse of people assembled.  The body was conveyed to the church by a large number of mourners followed, which together with the villagers, nearly filled the sacred building.  The Rev. a. Durant, vicar of the parish officiated, and the service was choral, a full surpliced choir being present.  The 90th psalm was impressively chanted and the hymn “Now the labourers task is o’er was sung.  As the body was conveyed from the church, the Dead march in Saul was played upon the organ by Mr. W. C. Child the organist.  After the committal portion of the service at the graveside, the choir sang “A few more years shall roll” The service throughout was deeply impressive and many were visibly effected.  The chief mourners were: Mr M Leno (only son) Mrs Leno (widow), Mrs Hoar, Mrs Negus, Mrs King, Mrs Vincent (daughters) and Mr W Leno and Mr. L How (grandsons), Miss Sissie leno, Miss Sybil Leno, Miss Bessie Negus (granddaughters) Mrs M Leno (daughter in law) Mr W Leno (brother) Mrs A Adams (sister) Mrs G Leno (sister-in-law) Mr. A leno (nephew) Mr H How, Mr Hoar, Mr Negus, Mr King, Mr Vincent (sons in law) Mrs Bromfield (widow’s sister.)

Amongst the numerous body of gentlemen present were the mayor of Hemel Hempstead  (Alderman Maitland Thompson) the town clerk of Hemel Hempstead (Mr Lovel Smeathman), Messrs E H Woodman (Woodman & Sons) J K Hart, J Bailey, W Saunders, W H How, W J Williams, C Beamant, T D Cox, R Bowers, G Atwood, A Orchard, W` Parkins, A Seabrook, W Child, W Wright etc.

There was a beautiful collection of floral tributes………………

The funeral arrangements were in the hands of Mr W Fensom Undertaker of Queen Street Hemel Hempstead who satisfactorily carried out the details.   See also entry for 10th December 1904 for biographical details. [Gazette 10th December 1904]

10th December 1904 – The Gazette carried a long obituary of Matthew Leno Senior.  

DEATH & FUNERAL OF MR MATTHEW LENO

As Briefly recorded in our last issue the death took place on Tuesday week of Mr Matthew Leno senior of Leverstock Green, and who for a great many years resided at Cox Pond Farm. The deceased passed away somewhat suddenly but peacefully and he was nearly 75 years of age.  Of late he had been suffering from an acute attack of bronchitis and doubtless to this cause and to the many trials he had had to face of recent years, the ending of an honourable career must be attributed.  To the family, the sympathy of all who knew him will go forth in no small measure.   Mr Leno was a very prominent man in the public life of Hemel Hempstead up to the year 1896 but upon to the approach of incorporation movement he gradually withdrew from active work, not on account of any lack of interest in the town’s affairs, but owing to his state of health and the distance he lived from the town.   Mr Leno was high Bailiff of the Hemel Hempstead from 1886-7, and this honour was the due reward of the inhabitants for his faithful service as a guardian of the poor and a member of other bodies.  In the second year of his office as Bailiff the work of the local town improvement committee was brought to a head and it is recorded that: “The old premises known as the Lamb and some shop property were purchased and pulled down and upon the site was erected a Market square, shambles and three shops..”  The present square and market place buildings will ever stand as a monument to the zeal and work of the late Mr Leno as chairman of the committee who carried out such a notable improvement. one of the most pleasant features of which was the formation of the open in the narrow High Street and the exposing to view of the grand old parish church.

The poultry world will also keenly feel the loss of an expert judge for Mr. Leno was known throughout England as one of the most noted poultry farmers in the country.

A writer in the Feathered World gives the following interesting particulars from personal knowledge:  “Mr Leno was born on June 14tjh 1830, and lived all his life in Hertfordshire and for many years at Markyate Street, near Dunstable, before he removed to the old house at Cox Pond.  Since he was 8 years old he was always had a feathered pet, and the first birds he ever possessed were a pair of Red Jacobins.  When passing along the New Road, (now Euston Road) by the old stage coach, in company with his father and a friend of the family, he asked the former to buy him a pair of pigeons, but pater familias turned a deaf ear to his entreaty.  The friend however, on his next visit to town purchased the Jacobins, and made the boy happy.  He early imbibed a love for farm poultry and took instinctively to the pursuit to save his mother, owing to a rheumatic affection, going out of doors to feed her turkeys and ducks.  It was in the parish of Hemel Hempstead that he first commenced to keep poultry and pheasants.  He left the parish for Dunstable, where he took up more strongly than ever the Sebright Bantam and light and dark Brahmas, with which he was very successful.  It is fifty-one years since he first showed at the Surrey Gardens three gold and silver Bantams and a trio of silver-spangled Hamburghs. The latter won first prize and were claimed at £5.  The bantams took second.  He then showed at Hitchin some Cochins and silver-bantams that were produced from a silver-spangled Hamburgh cock and gold Sebright Hen.  They were larger than are usually shown, but they were all claimed, and Mr Leno never heard where they went to.  He bred and exhibited silver and gold Sebrights for many years, occasionally showing light and dark Brahams, and with the latter he won a cup at Hitchin. – Mr Horace Linwood then showing.  He also won first and special at Birmingham with La Fieche hens, where they were less known than they are now.  For several years Mr Leno officiated as judge at many of the principle shows, and was one of the jurors at the Paris Exhibition of 1878, and received a bronze medal and a portrait of the Prince of Wales, with autograph, in connection therewith.   He also judged at Antwerp in 1889, and 1890; and at Dublin, Belfast, Palace, Birmingham, the Royal, Edinburgh, Kilmarnock etc.  The first invitation to judge came from Dorking.  Mr leno judged with veterans like Messrs Hewitt, Teebay, Dixon and Tegetmeier.  In pheasant rearing Mr Leno was at one time most successful, and at Westwick Farm had room enough for 600 pheasants, and also went in very extensively for wild ducks, besides a good deal of farm and fancy poultry”   The report then went on to gice details of the funeral (See 3rd December 1904) [Gazette 10th 2004]

31st December 1904  - The Gazette featured the following report on a concert given at the village school:

The 2nd concert of the season took place at Leverstock Green School on New Years Eve.  The schoolroom was filled, every available seat being occupied, and many having to stand.    An excellent program was gone through, Mrs... Durrant’s violin selections being much appreciated, as also were Mr.. Hanfield’s comic songs,  Miss Horton’s pianforte playing and Mr.. Cripps and his son’s cornet duet.  The refreshments again sold very well and the concert resulted in a profit of £3. 5s. The program read as follows: 
PART ONE

Pianoforte selection

Song: Miss Bailey

Song: Rev. A. Durrant

Song: Miss Cox
Cornet duet: Mr.. & Master Cripps

Comic song: Mr.. Barker

Mandolin solo: Miss Fenson

Song: Mr.. Rootham

Comic song: Mr.. C. Ingham

Song: Mrs... Ford

~~~~~~

PART TWO

Pianoforte selection

Song; Mr.. W. Seabrook

Song: Miss Barker

Recitation: Mr.. Wright

Comic song: Miss. M. Fenson

Cornet solo: Mr.. C. Cripps

Song: Miss Sears

Comic Song: Mr.. Barnfield

Song: Miss H. Dell

Song: Miss Cole

Duet: Miss Leno & Mr.. Dell

Friday February 3rd 1905 - A concert, one of a series, was given in Leverstock Green Schoolroom.  The following report, followed by a list of the program appeared in the Gazette the following day:

LEVERSTOCK GREEN 

CONCERT: 

On Friday evening a highly successful entertainment was given in the schoolroom.  Mr.. W.C. Child presided.  The room was uncomfortably packed many having to stand in the lobby. The Chairman in opening the proceedings said it was the third concert of the season and judging by the number present the entertainments were popular.  The Committee had been fortunate in securing some of the best local talent and some of the performers had appeared in the Town Hall and Boxmoor Hall and he hoped that someday they would be invited to Leverstock Green Hall. (Applause)....... (There followed the program of events, which if printed I imagine may have looked as shown.)..........At the close a vote of thanks was proposed to the performers, which was accorded by hearty cheers.

PART ONE

Pianoforte selection: Mr.. Ward

Song: Miss Baker 

Glee: Miss Bailey, Miss Cox & Mrs.. Balderson

Recitation: Mr.. W. Dell

Song: Mr.. Waters

Comic song: Mr.. Porter

Song: Miss Cole

Duet: Mrs.. Sears (violin) & Mr.. Dell (mandolin)

Comic song: Mr.. W. Seabrook

Recitation: Mr.. Plowman

~~~~~~~~~

PART TWO

Pianoforte selection:  Miss Balderson

Comic song: Mr.. Waters

Song: Miss Cox

Comic song: Mr.. Porter

Humorous sketch: Paddy's Mistake

players:

John Ledger, a young tradesman about to get married -  Mr.. C. Ingham

Tom Jones, his old schoolfellow - Mr.. Plowman

Thomas Seedily, a poor debtor - Mr.. Sears

Paddy Macarty, servant to Mr.. Ledger -  Mr.. W. Dell

Miss Mary Cauthlin ,J.L.'s intended -  Miss Sears

Mary Latherit , a washerwoman -  Miss Leno


Friday March 24th 1905 - A sale took place at Hill Farm of some of the stock which had belonged to Matthew Leno Senior.
 The following advert had appeared in the Gazette  of the previous week:

Forthcoming Sales by Messers Woodman & Son

ON FRIDAY NEXT

THE HILL FARM

LEVERSTOCK GREEN

HEMEL HEMPSTEAD

_________________

MESSERS WOODMAN & SON are favoured with instructions from the Executors of the late Mr.. Matthew Leno
 to sell by auction on THE PREMISES on FRIDAY MARCH 24TH 1905 at 1 o’clock for 2 o’clock FIVE COWS, COW CALF, TWO SOWS with PIGS, COB & SPRING CART, various implements, 11 qrs. BARLEY 50 PHEASANTS, the PHEASANT APPLIANCES, KEEPERS HOUSE, and various huts also a RICK OF HAY & STUMP OF BARLEY STRAW.

[Gazette 18th March 1905]

Whit Monday, 12th June 1905  -………………………. ATHLETIC SPORTS AT LEVERSTOCK GREEN………….. Egg & Spoon Race: 1. S. Leno, plush case

29th August 1905 -The son of Matthew Leno (deceased) of Cox Farm, who had been an extremely well respected member of both the Leverstock Green and Hemel Hempstead communities, applied through the St. Albans Bankruptcy Court to have himself made a bankrupt. The headlines in the Gazette gave little scope for him or other members of the family to keep the matter to themselves.

MR MATTHEW LENO’S BANKRUPTCY

___

PUBLIC EXAMINATION

At the present time Mr. Leno was publican of the Rose & Crown  PH  in Leverstock Green , and he had formerly been a farmer at Westwick Row Farm for 17 years.  His liabilities ran to £1,153 13s 1d, with assets of only £122 7s 6d.  Mr. Leno had taken over the Rose & Crown on November 15th  1904, having given up Westwick Row Farm in September 1904.  He had not been able to keep on the farm and his effects, including furniture had been sold under distress for rent.  Mr. Leno gave evidence that he had at the time been led to believe that the Rose & Crown would be a good living.  It had cost him £75 to take over the pub, with an annual rent of £10. He held the pub on a monthly tenancy but had never seen an agreement.  He went on to add that trade had been poor.  The examination of  the case was adjourned. [Gazette Sept. 2nd 1905]

15th September 1905  - An auction at Hill End Farm took place after Mr.. A. Duncombe Esq. had instructed the auctioneer Mr.. William Young to sell various live and dead farming stock including:

 “12 head of horned stock

2 cart horses

1 Pony & Trap

   “220 Head of Poultry”  

[Gazette 2nd September 1905]   

14th October 1905 - The License for the Rose & Crown was reported in the Gazette as having been transferred from Matthew Leno to George Edward Wood at the Watford Petty Sessions.  The Chairman of the bench commented on how frequently they seem to have transferred the license to the pub; and apparently at one stage it was considered whether or not there were too many licenses premises in the village. Because the village was divided between the three areas of jurisdiction, no one area appeared to have too many licenses granted.  However, it would appear o the evidence of  the bankruptcy proceedings against Matthew Leno that there might be a problem over the amount of trade.  The Magistrates granted the license to George Wood as he was reputed to have an excellent character, but ensured he was aware of the potential problems.  [Gazette 14th Oct. 1905]

Check this out and redo.

Egg & Spoon Race: 1. S.Ford (case of three scents), 2. O. Seabrook (case of two scents), 3. S. Leno (glove case).

Hazledells


16 acres ploughfield twice	 16.00


14 ploughed a third time 7.00


16 acres harrowed twice 1.12.0





Upper part of Hazeldells


Ploughing 3 acres twice 3.0.0.


heavy coat of manure and cartage





Aftermath





Barn meadows 16a


Blakes 10a


*Quantity of manure  in heap and buildings


*Browsing price of 45 acres Lent corn, straw


( I paid 7/- per acre)








Westwick Row Farm


			Nr Hemel Hempstead 


			Sept 28th 04





Gentlemen,





Enclosed please find statement of cultivations etc.  I was thinking I sent you it last week but suppose I did not.





I am sorry to say I have been very unwell lately





Your obedient servant


Mt Leno Junior





Black Reaches – 13 ½ acres





Seeds sown 	 12.0.0.	


Sowing do.	      4.0.


Hill Foot


(81)


Ploughing thee times 12.0.0.


Harrowing                   1.4.0


Drawing  (looks like boats possibly bolts)


5 acres Swedes Turnips  	1.0.0.


Bolsting up do. 1.0.0.


*Heavy coat of manure and cartage


seeds sown				7.6


Horse hoeing twice 1.4.0


Hand hoeing do 2.0.0








� This should be Westwick Farm – se entry for August 1904. A previous advert had been inserted re Hill Farm which possibly caused the confusion. 


�He had died November 29th 1904


�Matthew Leno died November  29th 1904
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