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The How ( or Howe) family in the Leverstock Green area.

(Details from the Leverstock Green Chronicle by Barbara Chapman)

Holy Trinity Church Memorials:

87. Ronald How died May 16th 1948 aged 56 years/Ruby Vera How died 23rd Sept 1960 aged 65 years.

166: Harry How, beloved husband of Annie How (of Corner Farm) who died Sept 25th 1918 aged 56/also of Annie beloved wife of the above who passed away on April 2nd 1930 at Flynn Vale, Alexander Road.

168: Sarah How the beloved wife of Daniel How of Wood Lane End farm who died 24th May 1887 aged 62 years/also Daniel How who departed this life December 22nd 188. aged 63 years/also Florence Mead Foreman(?) grand daughter of the above who died November 10th 1887 aged 7 years

170: Maria Abbiss who died March 13 189. aged 71 years/…..liam Henry How beloved husband of Elizabeth How of  Hand Post Farm who departed this life February 28 1911 aged 60 years/ also of Elizabeth How wife of …………..who departed t……December…………………….

173: William Henry How who passed peacefully awy March 17 1945 aged 58 years/ also of Alice May How wife of the above who died March 1956 aged 67 years.

441: Book of Remembrance: January 31 1981: Walter Charles William How  aged 64, May 21st 1987 Alan Colin Scott How aged 68; October 19 Daphne Sylvia Ellen How 1924-1980 October 27 1985 Ronald Brian How aged 70;

From LGChronicle;

17th Century:

Westwick Row Farm (not necessarily just the homestead, but some of the lands later associated with the farm) : The Lasebye family, the Finch family (The lands were divided in 1611 between the two families), Peter Bennett, Thomas Trott, William Howe or Howes ( also referred to inaccurately in one document as William Lowe) [HALS 1M14 - 1M51a]

Various parcels of land in the Westwick Row area not previously mentioned: 

Richard Smithe or Smyth, Edward Young, Thomas Knighte, John Marston, Robert Lazeby, William Prior, John Crosbye, Walter, Thomas and Daniel Finch (or Finche).[ HALS 1L 19 - 1L31 ] (The entries previously mentioned were thought to be in connection with lands at some time connected with Westwick Hall)*** Richard Lasebye, Robert Lasebye Senior, Robert Lasebye Junior, Richard Milwarde, Walter Lasebye, Richard Haynes, Thomas Fynch, William Longe, John Longe, Richard Hannell (or Hanill),Joseph Hannell(or Hanill), Hannah Hannell, Matthew Hannell, James Hannell, William Kentish, John Buckmaster, John Dell, Thomas Fletcher, Thomas Bray and Jone,(Joan) his wife, Henry Smith, Richard Cheslyn, William Howe.[HALS 1M14 - 1M51a] (The entries from *** were thought to be in connection with lands at some time connected with Westwick Row Farm.)****

1612 - William Longe of Coxpond was one of the Guardians of the parish of Hemel Hempstead, along with William How. [S294]

27th June 1613 - "John the sonne of William Longe of Cockspon", (there was no "d" in the entry!) was Baptised at St. Mary's Church Hemel Hempstead.  It is interesting to note that at the bottom of this page, and many of those which followed, were three names: Thomas Taylor the Vicar, and two other names ( they varied from page to page) of presumably the Church Wardens or Parish Clerkes.  In this instance they were William Longe and William Howe.  The former from Coxpond. The fact that William Longe could obviously write, tells us a good deal about the social standing of the Longe family of Cockspond in an age when few could read or write. [S294]

22nd September 1682 - Richard Hannell (or Hannill), a Balcksmith who lived and worked from either what we now call Westwick Cottage or from today’s Dell Cottage in Westwick Row, made his will as he lay on his death-bed:

IN THE NAME OF GOD AMEN  I RICHARD Hanill of the parish of St.Michaells in the County if Hertford Blacksmith being sicke and Weake of Body But in perfect Sense and memory (Praised be to God for it) Doe ordaine this my last Will and Testament ………………………………..And I doe ordaine and appoint Joseph Hannil my Sonne and Jonah Hannil to be my full and hole Executors of this my last Will and Testemant This Two and Twentyeth Day of September in the yearre of Our Lord one Thousand Six Hundred  Eighty and Two Witness my hand and seale this 22nd day of September 1682 The mark of Richard Hanill Sealed and delivered to my hand in the presence of Wiliam Howe John Munn John How." [HALS IM48]

1696 - Survey of Samuel Grimston's Estate -  Document no. IA 68 

…………..WESTWICK: Known at the time as just Westwick, we now call this farm Westwick Row Farm, and it is now one of the oldest properties still standing in Westwick Row, and lovingly restored to its medieval half-timbered splendour by Dennis Bell-Taylor………………………The farm was held by William How, who had been granted the tenancy for 21 years from Michaelmas 1677 at an annual rent of £70.  The total acreage was 119 acres, 1 Rod 13 perches, which included the field known as Harps (it was still called this in the 1843 tithe survey) on the southerly side of the Hempstead Road, abutting Blackwater Lane.

27th April 1697 - Joseph Hannel, Westwick Row's Blacksmith, was sick and made his will.  ………………………….In Witness whereof I have here unto Sett my hande and Seale this present twenty seventh day of April in the Yeare of our Lord One Thousand Six Hundred Ninety and Seven 1697.  Joseph Hannell. Sealed Subscribed and acknowlwedged to be the Last Will and Testament of the testator in the presence of Henry Proctor John How the marke of William Hodsonn." [HALS IM50]

18th Century:  Associated with The Mead this century were: Thomas Meade, Joseph Meade, Jeremiah Peacock, Ann Mead, Sarah Mead,, Ann Holliday (granddaughter of Jeremiah Peacock), William ( or John, there are corrections in the original documents leading to some confusion) Holliday, William Holliday (Ann's son), John Hudson. [HALS 1M68 - 1M77b] Andrew Kiff & William Howe. [HALS D/EV M39]

Associated with Westwick Row Farm this century, ( known generally then as just Westwick), were: William Howe, Benjamin Stone, Joseph Reading, [HALS 1M52 - 1M65]

Associated with Bunkers Farm this century were the How (or Howe) family. [S262]

17 March 1715 - Elizabeth, wife of John How of Bunckers, died, aged 37. [S262]

23rd December 1715 - Joseph, son of John How of Bunkers, died aged 29.  He was presumably Elizabeth's stepson. [S262]

14 August 1721 - John How senior of Bunkers (spelt Bynkers on the memorial inscription), died, aged 79. [262]

June 1749 - The freehold of one-third of the Lockers Estate in Hemel Hempstead was transferred to William Finch by Mr.Howe. This was later willed to Francis Puddephat of Bennetts End, Finch's niece. [HALS D/ELsB400]

5 September 1751 - In a codicil added to the will of William Finch (a London Leather seller), the following additional bequest was made:

“Item I give to Francis Wife of John Putifat my Aunts Sarah Brome Dalster and her sone and her 
Grandson & her Grand dalsters to each of them one hundred pounds sterling."
 further codicil was added on page 6 of the will stating that:

"I also give my 2 thirds of the Estate called Lokus lately bought of Mr. How &tc to Cosen………
1760 John How, a labourer from Woodwells appeared on the Militia Lists;

1768 - A survey, both cartographic and written was undertaken of the estate of James Lord Viscount Grimston.  The map of the estate, [HALS D/EV/P.2], on the large scale of 20" to 1 mile, is coloured and measures 102" x 140". …………….Another property shown, but to which a magnifying glass was needed, was a small tenement shown in a very small piece of ground - no more than a garden really - near to the house now known as Westwick Warren. This small island of ground was coloured in red and inscribed as belonging to William Howe , as was the square field in the corner next to Bury Lane.  As the square filled in the corner was undoubtedly the Meads, it seems possible that the house thus shown was the tenement known as the Meads. ……………………James Greenhill had the land the other side of Bunkers Lane, with William Howe having the area just beyond the entrance to Well Farm. Thomas Tower, whom from other documents we know owned  Leverstock Green Farm at this time [ HALS 80798-80800, 80821 & 80825] owned much of the land between Pancake Lane and Green Lane, and Samuel Ewer owned substantial areas around Westwick Row.  A Mr. Lovett, Samuel Davis and Thomas Kentish owned land which is now part of the Industrial estate or Buncefield Depot. Other individual holding were held by William Howe, Richard Readings, and Thomas Richardson.

SUMMARY OF LAND IN LEVERSTOCK GREEN BELONGING TO THE GORHAMBURY ESTATE, 1768.
	Four small pieces of land near Westwick Corner. (This known as The Meads, and immediately opposite the sharp bend in Westwick Row)
	William Howe
(Owner)
	Andrew Kiff

(Tenant)
	4a 1r 06p


December 1778 - Abraham Astling, a farmer from Leverstock Green, appeared on the Hemel Hempstead Militia list………… John How, a servant from Buncefield; ……….(See entry for 1758-1786.) [S265]

19th century: Associated with The Leather Bottle were:  ……………….. Also William Wingrave and family, Ellen Buckingham and Daniel How. [1851 census

Associated with Wood Lane end Farm were Daniel & Sarah How &  George Sage. [1881 census]; 

1886 Kelly’s directory: A new name was added to the elite private residents, that of William Davies of Chambersbury Cottage.  He is also listed as having taken over North End Farm from George Snoxall, who appears to have become licensee of the Rose and Crown.  As well as William Davies at North End Farm, there have been several other additions to the farming world. Edward Ashwell is listed as running Well Farm, and Hay. Haydon is at Bennetts End Farm.  Daniel Howe, William Woodward and William Perry had joined the ranks of farmers,

April 10th 1886 - Election of Hemel Hempstead Guardians took place with the following results which included Matthew Leno of Cox Pond Farm. The First 5 were elected. Janes 690, How  651,Taylor 600,Leno 586,Cromack 540,Proctor  495

1890 Kelly’s directory: In the farming world, Thomas Doult had taken over North End Farm in addition to his brick works - perhaps foreseeing that the brick industry in the area was soon to go into decline. Mrs. Howe had taken over the management of  her husband Daniel's farm ( presumably because he had died),
1898 Kelly’s : ………………..and William Howe had taken over from Mrs. Daniel Howe (presumably his mother).  

Saturday 3rd December 1904 – The funeral of Matthew Leno senior took place at Holy Trinity Church. The Gazette recalled: ……….  The chief mourners were: Mr M Leno (only son) Mrs Leno (widow), Mrs Hoar, Mrs Negus, Mrs King, Mrs Vincent (daughters) and Mr W Leno and Mr. L How (grandsons), ……………………. Mr H How, ………………………. Amongst the numerous body of gentlemen present were the mayor of Hemel Hempstead  (Alderman Maitland Thompson) ………………………. W H How,
 Saturday 24th November 1906  
“LEVERSTOCK GREEN v ABBOTS LANGLEY

   Football match: …………….. This was fisted out by the goal keeper, and How received it and banged it into the net.   …………..All the green played well and it was by far the best game played by us this season.  Hall was however, the mainstay of the Green.  Seabrook also performed wonders in goal.  Of the forwards How and Plowman played very well.  Sears, at centre, played a good game, especially with his head.  Langley are a clever team and have some very good men.  The Green team was: Seabrook:goal, May & Turner:backs, Hill, Sears and Albion:halves, Rance,Thirnham, How Plowman & Jordon:forwards.”
[Gazette December 1st 1906]

Those who contributed to the musical part of the programme included Messrs E.F.Brigginshaw, H.Sharp, and W.How.  The singing of the National Anthem brought a very pleasant evening to a close at 10 o’clock.

[Gazette 23rd March 1907]

29 -31 March 1910  - BOY SCOUTS -  “The Boxmoor No 1 troupe of boy scouts encamped at Leverstock Green an Mr. Howe’s farm, from Tuesday evening until Thursday last for their Easter training.  Several kindnesses were shown them by the residents of the village, and interest was taken in their work.  Signalling, despatch runs and physical drill, also a church parade on Sunday occupied the Scouts time.” [Gazette 2 April 1910 p.8]

14 May 1910 - As advert appeared in this and subsequent papers for an “Agricultural AND BUILDING ESTATE  known as COXPOND FARM Leverstock Green Hemel Hempstead Only  1.5 miles from he market town of  etc.  Farm is considered one of the best in the county embracing an area o f 226 acres of sound arable and old pasture (some of the land is believed to contain brickearth) with very comfortable farmhouse homesteads and 2 cottages thereon.  The whole in the occupation of Mr. W.H.Howe whose tenancy expires at Michaelmas next) at the moderate rental of £303 6s 8d.”
The sale was caused by the death of Mrs. Sarah George, and the auction was to take place at The Kings Arms Hotel Hemel Hempstead Tuesday May 26th 1910 at 2 for 3 o’clock in lots. [Gazette 14 May 1910 p.4]

Tuesday 26 May 1910 - During the afternoon the auction took place at The Kings Arms Hotel Hemel Hempstead of the Coxpond Farm Estate.  In the write-up in the Gazette the following Saturday, it was reckoned to be the most important farm and land sale in Hemel Hempstead in recent years.  The sale was at the  order of the executors of Mrs. Sarah George and comprised freehold agricultural and building land of 163 acres arable, 60 acres pasture, with two comfortable homesteads and 2 cottages.. The frontage of  the  estate extended over 2 miles.  Farm was considered one of the best in West Herts and was for many years the property of Mr. Matthew Leno;  latterly being in the  tenancy of Mr. W. How of Handpost Farm who gives up his tenancy at Michaelmas.  Mr. How was billed as an “ideal type of English farmer”   Eventually the property was split up and sold in five separate lots. [Gazette 28 May 1910 p.5]

4 March 1911 - “THE LATE MR W H HOW - THE FUNERAL - There was laid to rest in the peaceful churchyard at Leverstock Green on Sat afternoon the remains of the late Mr. W H How  of Hand Post farm, Hemel Hempstead  (there continued a very long eulogy on Mr. How who was also an Oddfellow.  The funeral service took place at St. Paul’s Church Hemel Hempstead and then the burial took place at Leverstock Green .  Rev Durrant although attending didn’t officiate. [Gazette 11 March 1911]

1912 - The entry in Kelley's Directory for Leverstock Green this year showed very little change from 1910. The population figures were identical with those for 1901The list of principal Private residents was slowly increasing, and included a 

Justice of the Peace. It now read as follows:

Joseph Bailey, Chambersbury             
William Beecham, Wood Lane End

William Charles Child, Hill Side        
Thomas Cox, Hill Farm

Col.Charles, Wm.Ernest Duncombe        
 Rev. Arthur Durrant, Vicarage

 V.D. J.P. Orchard Lea                  

Mrs. How, Cox Pond
Elliott Jackson, Bennetts End Ho.       
Miss Jackson, Tile Kiln Cottage

Herbert Secretan, The Dells             
Sl .Golden Umfreville, Well House Farm

Percy Webster, Sibleys Orchard.

There had been no changes given in the commercial sector, except for the addition of two members of the farming community: William Henry How, farmer; and Harry Parradine, dairyman, Little Coxpond Farm.

16th January 1915- An advert  for the  sale by auction on January 27th of Household furniture at  COXPOND FARM on the instructions of the executor of the late Mrs W H How was in the Gazette. Further details were to be given in the future. [Gazette January 16th ]

1917 - Kelly's Directory for this year was only a little changed from that for 1912……………….The police force was represented by Constable William Thomas Bedford. The lists of residents were given as follows:             

                         Private Residents.

…………….                     

Commercial

……………William Henry How, farmer…………………….

5th October 1918 - The Gazette reported on the funeral of late Mr Harry How of Corner Farm (Cupid Green), which took place on the previous Saturday at Holy Trinity Church at which he had been a regular attendee.  The previous week’s Gazette had given considerable detail concerning Mr How’s life. [Gazette 28th Sept & 5 October 1918]

