Probably a relation of the JEBailey mentioned by Chris Reynolds on the Herts Geneaology website was Joseph Bailey of Chambersbury in Leverstock Green.  He moved to Chambersbury, leasing it from the Abbotts Hill Estate, in 1902, and remained until his death in 1922.  His obituary in the Gazette for 13th June 1922 read as follows:

DEATH OF MR JOSEPH BAILEY

We regret to record the death which occurred on Tuesday of Mr Joseph Bailey a well known and highly respected farmer of Chambersbury, Leverstock Green. Mr Bailey who had reached the advanced age of 87 years was born at Bedmond Hill Farm and it was upon his marriage that he removed to Chambersbury.  He was universally respected and liked and had borne with exemplary cheerfulness and patience  the affliction of blindness for 50 years, he having lost his sight following a serious operation.  In his younger days he was very active in public work and was for 10 years churchwarden at Leverstock Green Church, in the time of the Rev G Finch.  Mr Bailey was also a member of the board of guardians, a school manager and one of the surveyors of roads. The Funeral will take place at 2 o’clock today at Leverstock Green church. [Gazette 17th June 1922]

His son, another Joseph, took over at Chambersbury from his father and continued to play a high profile in Leverstock Green’s affairs. This Joseph Bailey was remembered by Sidney Dollomore in a letter to me in about 1995 as follows:

“Joseph Bailey of Chambersbury House, was a fairly well known farmer. farming land from Catsdell to Bunkers Lane.  He owned both Bunkers and High Street Green farms, and rented Westwick Row Farm from the Earl of Verulam.  He was also the owner and managing director of Messers Davis and Bailey agricultural engineers of the Boxmoor Ironworks of Marlowes, the works standing precisely where Bank Court is today.  He was a regular at the Holy Trinity and during the period in question donated the land now comprising the burial ground, and ashes internment plot on the east side of the Churchyard.  I remember him giving strict instructions to my father to keep this area mown, and tidy, which he did until Mr. Bailey's demise in 1949.”

