KIFF & ROLFE FAMILIES – LEVERSTOCK GREEN

 Below are the details found within the Leverstock Green Chronicle concerning the above two families, plus additional information from Militia Lists, Monumental Inscriptions etc.  
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NB Leverstock Green was within 3 separate parishes: Hemel Hempstead, St. Michaels & Abbotts Langley.  Even after the formation of the parish of Leverstock Green in 1851, the three parishes were still used for census returns etc.  It is therefore very important to be familiar with the geography of the various parts of the village.

It should not necessarily be supposed that the people mentioned are related – unless specifically stated.  The family historian should establish this for themselves, from birth, marriage and burial registers etc.

Militia Lists for St. Michaels:

The Militia Lists show an Andrew Kiff as a farmer 1759, Day labourer 1760, Labourer 1761, Farmer 1762F, Labourer 1762J - this could be two men (father and son probably) or the same man.   
 

John Kiff was shown as a labourer in 1765/1766.

 

William Kiff shown mostly as a Labourer but also as an oddman(?) from 1763, 1764, 1765, 1766, 1778, 1779, 1781,.  in 1778 and 1779 he was shown as being the Constable and "signed with his mark".

Joseph Rolfe, a Taylor was shown in the Militia Lists for 1762F, 1762J, 1763, 1764, 1765, 1768, 1769.

Militia Lists for Abbots Langley:

There are no entries for Kiff

Rolph (also spelt Rolf and Rolfe) NB Northend was within AL but was, and still is, very much Leverstock Green. 

1758 – James Rolph – AL – Farmer’s son

1760 – James Rolph – North End – Farmers son

1761 – James Rolph – Northend – Servant (i.e. Farm labourer)

1762F – James Rolph AL – Farmer

1764 – James Rolph AL – Labourer

1773 – Joseph Rolph – AL – Tailor

1772 – Richard Rolph – AL – Servant

1773 - Richard Rolph – AL

1775 - Richard Rolph – AL –Servant

1781 - Richard Rolph – AL – Labourer

1782 - Richard Rolph – AL –Waggoner

1783 - Richard Rolph – AL –Labourer

1784 - Richard Rolph – AL –Servant

1785 - Richard Rolph – AL –Labourer

1759 – James Rolphe Junior – North End Farmer’s son

1762J - James Rolphe Junior – North End – Servant

1763 - James Rolphe Junior – AL

1769 - James Rolphe Junior – North End Farmer

1772 - James Rolphe Junior – AL

Militia List for Hemel Hempstead :

1778D – John Kiff – Leverstock Green Labourer

1781 - John Kiff – Leverstock Green Labourer

Rolph’s – there are numerous Rolphs (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob & John) at Gadebridge, The Corner, Two Beeches, Corner Hall & Crouchfied.  Also>>>>…

1758 – Samuel Rolph – High Street Side (this could be High Street Green or Leverstock Green)

1761 - Samuel Rolph – High Street Side

1762F - Samuel Rolph – High Street Side

1762F Samuel Rolph – High Street Side – Labourer

1784 Thomas Rolph – Leverstock Green Servant “servant to Mr G Bailey”

1785 – Thomas Rolph – Bury Mill end Servant.  (NB The Bailey Family had interests both at Chambersbury and Burymillend)

Holy Trinity Leverstock Green Burial Registers 1850-1899

George Rolfe, 20th November 1864 –aged 17 – resident in Kings Langley (this very unusual)

Henry Rolph 27th Jan 1853 aged 3 weeks, Westwick Row.

Census entries: I have not yet transcribed allthe census data to date available, only some of the years.  (I have yet to fully transcribe the 1841 census but Looking at the 1841 census, John Rolfe and his family, although in Leverstock Green, did not at that time live in Westwick Row, but into he centre of the village between Pancake Lane and the Leather Bottle PH.  There is no Rolfe listed in the St Michael Tithe survey, but unless they moved in between the TSurey of 1840 and the census the year later, then I think they would have been in either 236, 237, 238 or 239 - which as you can see from the entries is entirely possible.  My bet would be on 238, which again is still standing, and is known today as White Cottage.   (See http://bacchronicle.homestead.com/EarlyCottage.html)
1851

Hemel Hempstead:

	
	ROLPH
	Isaac
	46
	Crab Tree
	Head
	Mar
	57
	M
	Agric Lab

	
	ROLPH
	Sophia
	46
	Crab Tree
	Wife
	Mar
	55
	F
	Bonnet Sewer

	
	ROLPH
	Hephzibah
	46
	Crab Tree
	Dau
	
	14
	F
	Bonnet Sewer


St Michaels:

	Rolfe
	John
	37
	Leverstock Green
	Head
	Mar
	42
	M
	Ag Lab
	Herts
	Saundridge

	Rolfe
	Charlotte
	37
	Leverstock Green
	Wife
	Mar
	40
	F
	
	Herts
	St.Michaels

	Rolfe
	Mary
	37
	Leverstock Green
	Dau
	Unm
	20
	F
	
	Herts
	Wheathampstead

	Rolfe
	Eliza
	37
	Leverstock Green
	Dau
	Unm
	18
	F
	
	Herts
	Wheathampstead

	Rolfe
	Elizabeth
	37
	Leverstock Green
	Dau
	Unm
	16
	F
	
	Herts
	Wheathampstead

	Rolfe
	Emma
	37
	Leverstock Green
	Dau
	
	11
	F
	Scholar
	Herts
	Wheathampstead

	Rolfe
	John
	37
	Leverstock Green
	Son
	
	8
	M
	
	Herts
	St.Michaels

	Rolfe
	George
	37
	Leverstock Green
	Son
	
	3
	M
	
	Herts
	St.Michaels


Abbots Langley:  (Pimlico within parish of Leverstock Green, Bedmond not)

	872
	Dowse
	Hannah
	53
	Bedmond
	Wife
	Mar
	22
	F
	

	873
	Dowse
	Warner
	53
	Bedmond
	Son
	
	2
	M
	

	874
	Dowse
	Henry
	53
	Bedmond
	Son
	
	0
	M
	Six weeks old

	875
	Rolph
	Mary
	53
	Bedmond
	Visitor
	Widow
	77
	F
	Parish Relief


 -place of birth unknown

	Rolph
	William
	127
	Pimlico
	Head
	Mar
	27
	M
	Agric Lab
	Herts
	Abbots Langley

	Rolph
	Maria
	127
	Pimlico
	Wife
	Mar
	31
	F
	
	Herts
	Abbots Langley

	Rolph
	Sarah
	127
	Pimlico
	Dau
	
	6
	F
	
	Herts
	Abbots Langley

	Rolph
	Maria
	127
	Pimlico
	Dau
	
	3
	F
	
	Herts
	Abbots Langley

	Rolph
	Henrietta
	127
	Pimlico
	Dau
	
	1
	F
	Eighteen months old
	Herts
	Abbots Langley


1881:

	Rolf
	John
	Road, Pimlico
	w
	Head
	80
	 
	m
	Sandridge, Herts
	Agricultural Labourer

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


CHRONICLE ENTRIES, EXCLUDING THE ABOVE RECORDS

Associated with various small tenements and parcels of land, mostly within the Westwick Row area were: Mary Dell, Ann, Joseph and John Hannell, Matthew Graves ( a mealman), William Hoddesdon ( and his grandson of the same name), Mary Hoddesdon, John Hoddesdon, Sarah Hoddesdon, Robert Crowfoot,, James Cook, Henry and Sarah Long, William and Martha Glenister, Eleanor Francis, Joseph Frances,, James and Anna Young, John Beech, Thomas Ivory (husbandman), Hanna and James Rolfe, Sarah Rolfe, James & Ann Young, John Wethered (a cordwayner) and Mary his wife, John Wethered junior, Jane Handley ( widow of Dr. Joseph Handley) [HALS 1M52 - 1M65]

Associated with The Mead this century were: Thomas Meade, Joseph Meade, Jeremiah Peacock, Ann Mead, Sarah Mead,, Ann Holliday (granddaughter of Jeremiah Peacock), William ( or John, there are corrections in the original documents leading to some confusion) Holliday, William Holliday (Ann's son), John Hudson. [HALS 1M68 - 1M77b] Andrew Kiff                            & William Howe. [HALS D/EV M39]

	Four small pieces of land near Westwick Corner. (This known as The Meads, and immediately opposite the sharp bend in Westwick Row)
	William Howe
	Andrew Kiff
	4a 1r 06p


TITHE APPORTIONMENTS, 1840

Hemel:

Land Owned by John Kiff - Occupied by Samuel East.

1495a                           Cottage and Garden

Land Owned by The Earl of Verulam Cont.

John Kiff
262
Road Field
Arable



263
Bottom Field
Arable



264
Rick Field
Arable



265
Orchard
Grass



266
Homestead

