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THE SEARS FAMILY

INFORMATION FOUND IN THE LEVERSTOCK GREEN CHRONICLE

BY BARBARA CHAPMAN

N.B. The following are extracts from the Chronicle and other sources concerning persons with the surname SEARS (or Sear) living in and around Leverstock Green.  The information does not necessarily imply that the persons referred to belong to the same family.  It is therefore important for the family historian to verify any supposed family links by other means.

Militia Lists: There are several entries for John & Thomas Sears between 1759 to 1786 which gives St. Michaels as the address. [Herts. Family & population History Society Militia Series No 52, 1994] They are variously given the following occupations: Labourer/ Day Labourer /Tasker/ Ploughman /Miller.  Similarly in the Abbots Langley List [No 106] there are entries for a Henry Sears between 1759 and 1768, given the occupation of Shoemaker /Cordwainer / Labourer / Servant.

Monumental Inscriptions:

Holy Trinity: [HF7PHS MI Series No 43, 1991]

· SEARS William, who died Nov 28 1903 aged 77 years/also Eliza SEARS wife of William sears died Nov 9 1905 aged 69 years

· SEARS Thomas who departed this life March 8 1907 aged 77 years

· SEAR Ann died May (12)? 1867 aged…………..

· SEAR Maria died Sep 12th 186(2) AGED 65 Stone Cross

· SEAR Richard who departed this life July 21st 1872 aged 72 years. Stone Cross

· SEARS Sarah died April 17th 187 aged 70

· SEARS Eliza who died March 6th 1929 aged 89 years/ also Sarah ANDREW who died March 21st 1917 aged 81 years

· SEARS William Walter born March 26th 1862 died Jan 1st 1918/ Margaret SEARS born June 25th 1873 died May 25th 1933

· SEARS Jesse died Feb 10th 1919 aged 80/ also of Harry his son who fell asleep Feb 11th 1910 aged 39/ also of Emma SEARS wife of Jesse Sears died Feb 13th 1932 aged 91

· SEARS Ann age 25 died 1867 (see above)

· SEAR Maria aged 65 died 1869 (see above)

· SEAR Richard aged 72 died 1872

· SEARS Robert (brother)/Edith SEARS (sister) killed on Gate Cox Pond aged 5 died 1893/ Mrs COMPTON (GrMr)/ Emily FOSTER (sister) aged 56 died 1936

Burial Index 1850-1899 for Holy Trinity. (All registers at HALS, this list compiled by Rev. M Abbott)

· 16-09-93 – Edith Mary Sear aged 5, Crab Tree Cottage

· 26-05-68 Jane Sear aged 1, Breakspear

· 17-09-69 Maria Sear aged 65, Breakspear

· 10-03-73 Mina Sear aged 8 weeks, Leverstock Green 

· 28-07-72 Richard Sear aged 72, Breakspear

· 25-03 –66 Sarah Ann Sear aged 9 mths, Hoblets Orchard

· 16-05-67 Ann Sears aged 25 Bennetts End

· 21-04-87 Sarah Sears aged 75, Leverstock Green 

1851 Census: This shows several  members of the Sears family living at Breakspears, also an additional entry in the Hemel parish section.  These details tie up nicely with other information.

Leverstock Green CHRONICLE:

19th century: Probably associated with Westwick Cottage were Messers Martindale, Sears and Goodman.

21st October 1826.  -  There was a Sale by Auction at the Blue Boar Inn, St. Albans of various Freehold Estates. This sale included 3 Freehold Cottages and premises situated at Westwick Row.  (From the description I would imagine them to be what is now Westwick Cottage.)

These cottages made up Lot 2 in a series of 11 lots to be sold by auction by Mr. Page; Land agent, auctioneer and valuer.  The sale was to start at 2 p.m.

     Lot 2 comprised:

"Three timber and tiled freehold messuages, situated at Westwick Row, in the parish of St. Michael in the county of Hertfordshire.  With good Gardens, Barn, Pigsties, Oven, Well of Water and a large orchard, containing by estimation half an acre, in the several occupations of Martindale, Sears and Coleman; at the very low old Rents of £17 per annum.  Land Tax Redeemed."   

12th September 1893 - Once more Mr. Ford recorded the death of one of his pupils in the logbook.  Edith Sear, aged 5, had been taken to Hemel Hempstead Infirmary on September 5th following a serious accident (the nature of which was not disclosed); she had died just over a week later. According to the burial register the family lived at Crab Tree Cottage. [S73]

A Memorial in Holy Trinity's churchyard indicated that she was killed on a gate at Cox Pond. The memorial also indicated Robert Sears her brother, was killed in the same accident. [S261]

12th September 1893 - Once more Mr. Ford recorded the death of one of his pupils in the logbook.  Edith Sear, aged 5, had been taken to Hemel Hempstead Infirmary on September 5th following a serious accident (the nature of which was not disclosed), she had died just over a week later. According to the burial register the family lived at Crab Tree Cottage. [S73]

A Memorial in Holy Trinity's churchyard indicated that she was killed on a gate at Cox Pond. The memorial also indicated Robert Sears her brother, was killed in the same accident. [S261]

12th September 1893 - Once more Mr. Ford recorded the death of one of his pupils in the log book.  Edith Sear, aged 5, had been taken to Hemel Hempstead Infirmary on September 5th following a serious accident (the nature of which was not disclosed); she had died just over a week later. According to the burial register the family lived at Crab Tree Cottage. [S73]

A Memorial in Holy Trinity's churchyard indicated that she was killed on a gate at Cox Pond. The memorial also indicated Robert Sears her brother, was killed in the same accident. [S261]

July 23rd 1897 - Mr. Ford reported that the Harvest Holidays had officially begun and that:

     "During the above closure Ernest Cole was taken to the Hemel Hempstead Isolation Hospital with Diphtheria", and that "Mr. David Sears' children at Crab Tree Cottages were also down with it." [S73

1901 - It was also noted in this and subsequent 1901 editions that Mr. Sears at the Post Office was noted as being the Leverstock Green agent for the Gazette. [Gazette 9th February 1901]

1902 - Coronation Cottages were built in the centre of the village. Several other properties were built at about this time.

The first entry in Kelly's Directory for the new century was much the same as in previous years, but noted that the net yearly value of the living of Holy Trinity was now £271, and was held since 1899 By the Rev. Arthur Durrant of Emmanuel College Cambridge.

The post office had lost its postmistress and now had a new sub-postmaster in William Walter Sears. Mr. Sears was also the village grocer.  The post itself was later than it had used to be, arriving at Leverstock Green at 7.45 a.m., although it was still dispatched at 6.20 p.m.  Two new post-boxes had appeared in the area; a wall letter box at Bennetts End, which was cleared at 6.40.p.m.; and another in High Street Green, which was cleared at 9.20 a.m. and 6.40 p.m.

5th April 1902 - for the second year running, the Gazette published details of arguments taking place at the annual vestry meeting.

LEVERSTOCK GREEN BREEZY MEETING

To have been held on Monday in the Vestry room, but owing to  an unusual number of parishioners congregating it was adjourned to the schoolroom.  There were present Messrs. Jos. Bailey,  J K Hart, W Davis, A Seabrook, ( churchwardens)  W C Child  D Charge, W W Sears,  W. Parkins, WS Cook, F Goodenough, W Cooper, A Spacey,  G Doggett, Greenway, Timson and many others.  The vicar ( Rev. A Durrant) having taken the chair read the minutes and asked that they might be confirmed.  Some dissent was expressed as the accounts of last year were not shown.  The vicar then proceeding, said the business of the meeting was to elect churchwardens for the year.  Several parishioners asked that the accounts might be shown and several uncomplimentary remarks were used towards the chairman.  When order was restored he said he would ask Mr Arthur Seabrook to again be his warden.  He had helped him all he could during the past year and he believed he had the good of the parish at heart.  Mr Seabrook accepted the office.   The chairman said the next business was to select a Parish Warden, but before doing so he would read a letter from the Archdeacon, which would he thought be of some guidance to them, as there was some common belief that the incoming churchwardens were responsible for the outgoing warden’s debts.  They were about £20 behind.  The letter was to the effect that the newly awarded churchwardens were in no way responsible for any debts which their predecessors had contracted, and could refuse to pay them, but might as they saw fit pay out the old wardens as soon as funds allowed.

The letter was received with cheers and uproar.  When silence was again restored, the chairman asked them to elect a warden for the parish.   Mr Goodenough proposed Mr GH Dell, Mr Sears seconded.  Mr Bailey (Chambersbury) proposed Mr W C Child, This was seconded by Mr W  S Cook, The chairman having put names to the meeting, a show of hands was taken and Mr W C Childs  was elected.    Mr Child briefly thanked the vestry for his election.  Another call was made for the accounts which were then produced by Mr Davis.  An attempt was made to examine them, but owing to the prevailing disorder no satisfactory conclusion seemed to be arrived at. There appeared however, to be a deficit of about £20 which Mr Davis said was  due to a great extent to the falling off of subscriptions.  He mentioned a few who he said had refused to subscribe any more.

The sidesmen were elected en bloc  Mr WW Sears was appointed to  represent the parish at the rural decanal conference.  Mr Bailey proposed a vote of thanks to Mr Davis for his service as Churchwarden, which was seconded by Mr Hart.  The meeting broke up while this was being put.
24th June 1902 - This was the day set aside for the King’s coronation, however, unfortunately the King contracted appendicitis and by the day of the Coronation was only just recovering from an operation to rectify the problem which had developed into Peritonitis.  Despite the specific request of the King that the various feasts, and celebrations around the countryside should continue, most such arrangements were in fact cancelled.  Unfortunately this in turn led to riots in Hemel Hempstead and Watford ( and possibly elsewhere in the country) as special dinners had been laid on for the poor who were disappointed at the last moment.  Leverstock Green residents, however, bucked the trend and continued with its celebrations despite the postponing of the Coronation itself. The following is the report of these activities which appeared in the Gazette:

CORONATION FESTIVITIES AT LEVERSTOCK GREEN 

Unlike the large majority of towns and villages in West Herts. the inhabitants of Leverstock Green  proceeded with the celebration of the Coronation  in accordance with the official programme as arranged, and on Thursday the village was en fete from early morn till dawn.  AZ right royal time was spent buy old and young and the day will ever be remembered by those who shared in festivities.  At 9 am there was a celebration of Holy Communion in the church, the school children attending to sing the choral part to Morbecke’s tunes.  At 11 o’clock matins and an intercession service took place with special psalms and hymns.  After this a procession was formed of school children, decorated arts, cycles etc. And some of these were evident proof  of much taste and labour.  The feeding arrangements were a very important part and these began at 12 noon when all men and boys were given a hearty dinner in the barn at North End Farm.  Tickets for refreshments to the value of 4d and a ¼ oz packet of tobacco were distributed to each man.  The school children were given a meat tea at 4 o’clock and the women and girls sat down to a similar meal afterwards. There was an abundance of estables and no one was allowed to go short in this respect during the day. In the afternoon a series of athletic sports took place and these created considerable interest.  The results were: 100 yards race for boys under 15  1st J Seabrook, 2nd G Solesbury,  3rd B Wilson, 100 yards for girls & women over 15: 1st L Durrant, 2nd M Hart, 3rd E Sharp; 100 yards for girls under 15: 1st H Hart, 2nd P. Cox, 3rd S. Cole;  Wheelbarrow race: 1st M Latchford, 2nd F Barnes; 100 yards for men over 40: 1st S Solesbury, 2nd W Freeman,  3rd J Winch; 100 yards for men and boys over 15: 1st W Wells, 2nd, S Perry, 3rd M Latchford; quarter mile handicap 1st W Wells, 2nd F Taylor, 3rd M Latchford; Sack race 1st F Taylor, 2nd M Latchford, 3rd A Dell;  One mile cycle handicap 1st W| Parkins, 2nd  L. Seabrook,  3rd W Leno,; Stone picking race for men and boys: 1st H Hall, 2nd A Turner, Obstacle race: 1st M Latchford, 2nd G Wheeler, 3rd, W Dell.  Quoit tournament. 1st A Woodwards, 2nd  A Romsey.

There were also a number of races for the children, and sweets etc. were freely scrambled for. One of the prettiest scenes during the day was the Maypole dancing by the school children and ribbon dances and flag drill were equally attractive. N The Children had been trained for this by Mrs Ford for this pleasant and enjoyable past time for themselves as well as the onlookers. While at teas the children were presented with Coronation Mugs.  A piano organ was engaged for the day and those kept the children lively, while in the evening the Marlowes Drum & Fife Band visited the field and played for dancing.  The festive occasion wound up at a late hour and with an illuminated procession for the Green.

Much praise is due to the hardworking committee and willing band of helpers, and special mention should be the Vicar, Messrs Ford, Child, Sears, Finch, Leno  and Hart.  Mr Cartwright sent a large bag of sweets, and Messrs W  E Bailey, and W Reeves generously gave a quantity of cakes etc.

[Gazette 26th June 1902]

December 10th 1904 - This is the first indication in the Hemel Hempstead Gazette or any other source, of a desire by the populous of Leverstock Green to raise funds for a Parish or Village Hall.  It was to take a further 15 years and a World War before their dreams were to be realised.

LEVERSTOCK GREEN 

ENTERTAINMENT - The first of a series of entertainments was given with success in the Schoolroom on Friday evening.  The Rev. Durrant acting as Chairman the platform was prettily decorated with flowers and foliage.  All taking part in the concert, with the exception of Miss Ellworthy were residents of Leverstock Green.  Some refreshments were kindly given by Miss Bailey were much appreciated for the moderate prices charged.  Mrs.. Wright and Mrs. Dell who dispensed them, being kept very busy.  The profits amounted to £1 4s 7 ½d exclusive of £2 collected by Mrs.. Bailey.  It is proposed to hold the next concert on December 31st, the proceeds to be devoted to a Parish Room Fund, a subscription list for which is to be opened shortly.

PROGRAMME:

PART 1

Piano selection: "The Rustle of Spring" : Miss Hart

Comic song: : "And His Days work was Done": Mr. Dell

Song:: "A Lesson with a Fan": Miss Bailey

Comic Song: "Capital O" : Mr. Seabrook

Duet (violin & mandolin): "March in G" : Mrs. Sears & Mr. Dell

PART ONE

Pianoforte selection

Song: Miss Bailey

Song: Rev. A. Durrant

Song: Miss Cox
Cornet duet: Mr.. & Master Cripps

Comic song: Mr.. Barker

Mandolin solo: Miss Fenson

Song: Mr.. Rootham

Comic song: Mr.. C. Ingham

Song: Mrs... Ford

~~~~~~

PART TWO

Pianoforte selection

Song; Mr.. W. Seabrook

Song: Miss Barker

Recitation: Mr.. Wright

Comic song: Miss. M. Fenson

Cornet solo: Mr.. C. Cripps

Song: Miss Sears

Comic Song: Mr.. Barnfield

Song: Miss H. Dell

Song: Miss Cole

Duet: Miss Leno & Mr.. Dell

Friday February 3rd 1905 - A concert, one of a series, was given in Leverstock Green Schoolroom.  The following report, followed by a list of the program appeared in the Gazette the following day:

LEVERSTOCK GREEN 

CONCERT: 

On Friday evening a highly successful entertainment was given in the schoolroom.  Mr.. W.C. Child presided.  The room was uncomfortably packed many having to stand in the lobby. The Chairman in opening the proceedings said it was the third concert of the season and judging by the number present the entertainments were popular.  The Committee had been fortunate in securing some of the best local talent and some of the performers had appeared in the Town Hall and Boxmoor Hall and he hoped that someday they would be invited to Leverstock Green Hall. (Applause)....... (There followed the program of events, which if printed I imagine may have looked as shown.)..........At the close a vote of thanks was proposed to the performers, which was accorded by hearty cheers.

PART ONE

Pianoforte selection: Mr.. Ward

Song: Miss Baker 

Glee: Miss Bailey, Miss Cox & Mrs.. Balderson

Recitation: Mr.. W. Dell

Song: Mr.. Waters

Comic song: Mr.. Porter

Song: Miss Cole

Duet: Mrs.. Sears (violin) & Mr.. Dell (mandolin)

Comic song: Mr.. W. Seabrook

Recitation: Mr.. Plowman

~~~~~~~~~

PART TWO

Pianoforte selection:  Miss Balderson

Comic song: Mr.. Waters

Song: Miss Cox

Comic song: Mr.. Porter

Humorous sketch: Paddy's Mistake

players:

John Ledger, a young tradesman about to get married -  Mr.. C. Ingham

Tom Jones, his old schoolfellow - Mr.. Plowman

Thomas Seedily, a poor debtor - Mr.. Sears

Paddy Macarty, servant to Mr.. Ledger -  Mr.. W. Dell

Miss Mary Cauthlin ,J.L.'s intended -  Miss Sears

Mary Latherit , a washerwoman -  Miss Leno

Holy Week & Easter 1905 (End of April)  -  During Holy Week itself  lantern
 services were held in the Church conducted by the Vicar, the Rev. Arthur Durrant. Mr. W.W. Sears manipulated the lantern. [Gazette 29th April 1905]

Easter Monday 1905 - The following report was given of Holy Trinity’s Vestry, i.e. the equivalent of today’s AGM of the Parochial Church Council:

EASTER VESTRY - On Easter Monday the annual vestry was held in the schoolroom.  The Churchwarden’s accounts were presented and passed showing an expenditure of  £52 16s 1½d with  a good balance to carry forward.  The Vicar appointed Mr. Arthur Seabrook as his warden and the Vestry appointed Mr. W.C. Child as Parish Warden.  The sidesmen were elected “en-bloc”.  Mr. W.W. Sears to represent the parish at the rural-decanal conference.  Mr. Joseph Bailey proposed a vote of thanks to all the church officers for their services during the past year and this was carried.  [Gazette 29th April 1905]

Whit Monday, 12th June 1905  - The first major fete and sports to be held in Leverstock Green  took  place on the meadow behind the school.  The intention was to raise money for the Parish Room (as well as having a great time.)  It must have been great fun to have been there, and I suspect the atmosphere would have been somewhat electric, particularly when the home team won  the Tug of War at the end of the afternoon.  Local worthies and trades people from Hemel Hempstead as well as Leverstock Green were asked to contribute money or gifts for the prizes - a practice still carried on over 90 years later when local firms etc.. are approached to supply prizes for our Grand Raffle held to coincide with the Village Fete.  The prizes were a little unusual in that they were extremely generous, and presumably they reflected not only the importance placed on the event by the local community, but also an attempt to persuade others from outside the village to partake.    This is the extensive write-up given to the event in the Hemel Hempstead Gazette:   
ATHLETIC SPORTS AT LEVERSTOCK GREEN 

For many years the need of a Parish Room for the little village has been felt, and never more keenly was this the case than during last winter, when a series of entertainment's were arranged for which the schoolroom accommodation proved altogether inadequate.  For several months now there has been a fund for the purpose of raising an amount with which to cover the cost of building a parish room suitable for all the requirements of the village, and with the laudable object in view of assisting the fund, a holiday programme was arranged for Whit Monday.

The event took place in a field near the church, kindly lent for the occasion.  There was a capital attendance during the afternoon including many from Hemel Hempstead  and the neighbourhood, but doubtless the number, which was about 600, would have been greatly exceeded had the weather been more favourable.  However great success was achieved, and it is hoped that a substantial amount will be handed over as a result of this venture.

The organisers who formed themselves into a committee, with Mr. B.P.Eykin
  as President. were very enthusiastic and they are to be warmly congratulated on the success of their initial effort.  The proceedings commenced at about  o’clock, the Hemel Hempstead Drum & Fife Band having marched to the ground.  During the afternoon an interesting item was a series of Maypole dances
 and drills under the direction of Mrs.. Ford, and in this the children who took part performed very creditably and gained hearty applause.  Another amusing part of the proceedings was the futile attempts at reaching the top of a lengthy greasy pole for he prize of a ham, but in the end James Fossey was successful.

Of the sports the obstacle race provided the greatest amusement, whilst the slow cycle race also caused excitement.  On the whole the flat races were very good.  In the evening the prizes were distributed by Mrs.. Durrant to whom a vote of thanks was passed and cheers given at the call of Mr. W.W. Sears.  The Rev A. Durrant……………………………………

Egg & Spoon Race: 1. S. Leno, plush case, 2. G. Sears, 3. E. Wykes, brooch.

……………….. Slow Cycle Race 1.  W. Seabrook, decanter, 2.  G. Sears, chased silver cup; 3.  Porter, silver match box……..120 Yards  Hurdle Handicap: 1. G. Sears, carvers; 2.  F. Young, gold pin; 3. J. Lovell, knife.

23rd  December 1905 - The following advert appeared in the Gazette:
LEVERSTOCK GREEN

SCHOOL

___________

A DANCE
will be held in the above school

ON FRIDAY DECEMBER 29TH 1905
FROM 8 TILL 12 O’CLOCK 

In Aid of the Parish Room Fund

_____

MR. GOODMAN’S STRING BAND

___

Admission 1s            REFRESHMENTS

Tickets can be obtained from the following:

Messrs W.Dell, C.A.Ingham, A.Seabrook,  W.A. Sears, H. Cooper, 

A.Mears, W.W. Sears, & W.Wright Hon. Secretary

Friday 23rd February 1906 -  There was a concert in aid of the Parish Room trust at the School house:





CONCERT AT LEVERSTOCK GREEN 

The series of concerts in aid of the Leverstock Green Parish Room fund concluded on Friday February 23rd.  The programme as follows was admirably rendered:

Piano selection: Miss Croft Song: Mr.. Moore Song: Miss Malin Song: Miss Sears Ventriloquist: Mr.. Victor Grey Song: Mr.. Jackson Song: Miss Jeffrey Recitation Mr.. Walker.

The second part comprised a performance by a Nigger Troupe, under the direction of Mr.. Moore; accompanied by Mr.. Jackson.  The following comprised the troupe:  Mr.. Moore, Mr.. Mears, Mr.Seabrook, Mr.. Sears, Mr.. B. Sears, Mr.. Ingham, Mr.. L.Cooper, Mr.. Cooper, Mr.. W. Seabrook, Mr.. Dell, Mr.. Wright.
At a committee meeting held on Monday last at Leverstock Green House, it was proposed and carried unanimously that a vote of thanks be accorded to all the ladies and gents who had so kindly given their services in connection with the series of concerts etc..  The Committee are gratified in being able to state that the balance at the bank in aid of the fund is £53. [Gazette 17th March 1906]

Concert at Leverstock Green Schoolroom

Friday February 23rd

Piano selection: Miss Croft

Song: Mr.. Moore

Song: Miss Malin

Song: Miss Sears

Ventriloquist: Mr.. Victor Grey

Song: Mr.. Jackson

Song: Miss Jeffrey

Recitation Mr.. Walker

~~~~~

MINSTREL TROUPE

accompanied by Mr.. Jackson

Director: Mr.. Moore

In the troupe: Mr.. Moore, Mr.. Mears, Mr.Seabrook, Mr.. Sears, Mr.. B. Sears, Mr.. Ingham, Mr.. L.Cooper, Mr.. Cooper, Mr.. W. Seabrook, Mr.. Dell, Mr.. Wright.

16th April 1906 -  The annual Easter Vestry was held in the schoolroom on Monday morning and well attended.  The vicar took the chair.  The first business was to examine the Churchwardens’ accounts for the new year.  These were presented by the Parish Warden (Mr. W.C.Childs) and showed an expenditure  of £48 12s 3 ½ d leaving a balance in hand.  The accounts were duly passed with a vote of thanks to the Churchwardens for their services during the past year.  The Vicar again appointed Mr.. Seabrook as his warden for the coming year and Mr.. W.W. Childs was unanimously elected as the people’s warden for the ensuing year.  Mr.. W.W. Sears was chosen to  represent the parish at the rural decanal conference.  Messrs Wright, Dell, Charge & Parkins were re-elected sidesmen.

After some discussion it was resolved to increase the insurance of the church from £2500 to £3000.  An application for a small increase in salary by Mr.. Doggett the sexton and caretaker was granted.  A vote of thanks to the chairman brought a very amiable meeting to an close.

A meeting was held that Monday evening in the schools to form a local branch of the Diocesan Lay Workers Association.  The vicar presided and a committee of four ladies and four gentlemen was appointed.  Several gave in their names to become members.  The hon. secretary and treasurer was Mr.. W.W.Sears.


Monday April 1st 1907  - The annual Easter vestry of Holy Trinity was held at 11 am in the schoolroom.

“Among those present were the Vicar, who presided, Messrs A. Seabrook & W C Child Church Wardens, W Sears, R.W Wright, F Dell & W Perkins (sidesman) J K Hart, G A Finch, P Webster, W Ingham, W Dell, and G Doggett.  Mr W C Child produced the Churchwarden’s accounts which once again showed a satisfactory balance in hand.  The Vicar again nominated Mr. A Seabrook as his churchwarden and the parishioners elected Mr W C Child.  The sidesman were re-elected en bloc.  Mr W W Sears was chosen to represent the parish at the Rural District Conference.  A vote of thanks for the chairman terminated the proceedings.” [Gazette 6th April 1907]

WHIT MONDAY SPORTS AT LEVERSTOCK GREEN 

The third athletic sports in aid of the Leverstock Green Parish Room Fund took place on Whit Monday when success again attended the efforts of the promoters.  There was, however, not such a large crowd as last year but this can no doubt be accounted for by the unpleasant weather which prevailed on the day.  The sports this year were held in a meadow next the church kindly lent by Mr. J. Bailey of Chambersbury.  The whole of the arrangements were excellent, and were carried out by a hardworking committee comprising Messrs A. Seabrook, W. Dell WW Sears, A……………

1908: Principal changes in the commercial sector involved William Walter Sears giving up the post office in order to become a builder, and a new Smith in the person of Arthur George Mears R.S.S. The commercial list was as follows:

Jsph. Bailey farmer. Chambersbury  
 
Fred. Chas. Boatwright, beer retailer

William Charles Child, brick maker 
  
Thos. Childs, frmr, North End Farm

Sidney Clemow, poultry farmer      


 Walter Stephen Cook, shoe maker

Thos. Daniel Cox, apartments       


George and Herbert Finch, frmrs, Corner Fm.

Percy Garratt, beer retailer     

 
 James Hallett, grocer,&  

Thomas Perkins, beer retailer     


 Arthur Seabrook, Leather Bottle & shpkpr.

Arth.Geo.Seabrook, boot & shoe mkr. 

William Walter Sears, builder

John Smith, beer retailer         


 Mrs. Eliz. Timson, Red Lion P.H.

William Robert Wright, wheelwright

21 October 1911-   A wedding took place between two well-know Leverstock Green familes, the following week being reported in the Gazette as follows:

LEVERSTOCK GREEN WEDDING

DELL-SEARS

PRESENTATION TO THE BRIDEGROOM

A pretty wedding was solemnised at Leverstock Green Church on Sat by the Rev. Arthur Durrant, the parties being Miss Beatrice Emmeline Sears, daughter of Mr. William Sears, and Mr. John William Dell, son of Mr. & Mrs. J. Dell of Leverstock Green.  The service was fully choral....... Which were rendered by the choir with which the bridegroom is connected..  The bride was dressed in cream delaine and wore a veil with orange blossoms, and carried a beautiful bouquet of chrysanthemums and lilies.  She was attended by four bridesmaids, Miss Beryl Dell, Miss Hilda Dell, (sisters of the bridegroom) Miss Gladys Sears and Miss Queenie Sears (cousins of the bride).  They carried bouquets of yellow chrysanthemums and wore brooches the gift of ht bridegroom.  Mr. Greenwood was the best man.  Mr. W C Child was at the organ and played some pretty music.  The bridegroom is the secretary of the local Scouts organisation, and many of the members in uniform were present.

The bridegroom has been connected with the Church choir for a good many years and the members presented him with a handsome eight day clock.

Seabrook, who can boast the proud record of having been a member of the choir for over 40 years, and is now the Vicars Warden, handed over the gift.

Mr. Dell has also been presented with the Swastika medal by the scouts. The owner of the medal can call upon a Scout to help him at any time should it be needed.

The First World War 1914 - 1918    - The years of the First World War. The men of Leverstock Green, like those throughout the rest of the country, rallied to defend their country. Many never came back. Their names are remembered on the memorial  in the village ( click on button at top of page to view more details.), then at the junction of Leverstock Green Road and  Bedmond Road. It reads as follows:

                    T. Alderman         
H.Biswell

                    J.Biswell

                    G.Brown             
F. Charge 

                    A. Chisman          
T. Childs

                    G. De Beger        
A.M. Durrant

                    H. Freeman         
 F. Freeman

                    G. Goodenough   
J. Hallett

                    F. Harrowell        
J. Knox Hart

                    F. Johnson          
B. Oakley

                    W. Parkins          
V. Perkins

                    W.W. Sears          
R.H.Secretan

8th May 1915 - Further announcement of those who had joined up was seen in the Gazette:

SERVING THEIR COUNTRY

The following is the third list of men serving with the colours, making 51  in all

S Beger - Kitchener’s Army

H C Bessant - London Scottish

Brinklow - Kitchener’s Army

F Charge - Kitchener’s Army

P Dell - 1st Herts

Fitzjon - Kitchener’s Army

F French - “

W French “

H Grimwood - artists rifles

Haggar - Army Service Corps

G Little - 1st Herts

W Parker - Cavalry Brigade

D Sears –Marines

18th March 1916 - From the Gazette:

SERVING THEIR COUNTRY

Our correspondent sends a further list of those serving King & Country from the village making 71 in all.  Many on this list have joined some considerable time ago  J Calton, Navy Brigade; W Dell ASC; ED Hall 9th Beds; L Hall 5th Beds; J Hart London Rifle Brigade; W Hill 3rd Herts; J Timson Beds, W Parkins ASC; 1st Herts; C Parkins Royal Engineers; V Parkins  Beds; A Rumsey...; W W Sears, Royal Engineers; H Stock Royal Garrison Artillery; B Wright 2nd Royal Fusiliers [Gazette 18 March 1916]

OUTBREAK OF FIRE

A small fire occurred on Saturday afternoon at the house of  Mr W Sears near Leverstock Green Church.  Mr Hill Sec of the Hemel Hempstead fire brigade received the alarm by telephone at 2.5 PM and the hose cart was immediately sent away under Foreman Williams.  The engine was made ready to follow but ten minutes later a message was received  stating that the services of the fire brigade were not required.  The hose cart however went to the scene and those in charge saw that matters were safe. It appeared that the outbreak occurred under the stairs, which were badly burnt but the fire was extinguished by the prompt action of some soldiers.[ Gazette Feb 5th1917]

5th January 1918 - The funeral took place of William Walter Sears, Leverstock Green's builder. Prior to becoming the village builder Mr. Sears had been the village's sub-postmaster and grocer. (See entry for 1902, Kelley's Directory.)  The Gazette on that day reported:

"We deeply regret having to record the death of a well-known and much respected local tradesman, who was truly to be recorded as a war hero. Mr. W.W,Sears, of Leverstock Green, whose death occurred last Thursday from an internal complaint, from which he had suffered since last June [sic].  He was unfortunately wounded at Ypres, losing one of his eyes whilst serving with the Royal Engineers, and from the time he left hospital he had never regained his health.  Mr. Sears who was born at Leverstock Green, his family having lived in the village for many years, left there at the age of ten, but later returned, and has resided there during the last 17 years.  Before he enlisted in the Royal Engineers he was one of the Hemel Hempstead Volunteers.  He was also a member of the local Conservative Association.  It seems hard to realise a man of so strong and active a constitution should have passed away at such a comparatively early age.  His death is a great loss not only in Leverstock Green itself but in the neighbourhood generally.  The interment will take place quietly at Leverstock Green today (Saturday).  One of his sons is at present at Sandwich, serving also in the Royal Engineers, but owing to a motor cycle accident whilst serving in France he is now retained for Home Service."
FUNERAL OF THE LATE MR W W SEARS

With every token of respect the funeral of the late Mr w w Sears of Leverstock Green , whose death was recorded in our last issue took place on Sat afternoon.  The first part of the service was held in the parish church of Holy Trinity, the whole of the ceremony being conducted by the vicar the Rev A Durrant.  In accordance with his last wishes the service was very quiet. The coffin which was of polished elm with brass  fittings bore the inscription: William W Sears died January 1st 1918 aged 55 years” The following were the principle mourners: Mrs WW Sears (widow), Mr W A Sears,  Sergeant P Sears, Arthur Sears, Alfred Sears and Ronald Sears (sons)..............(+ other relatives) To show the esteem and respect in which he was regard by his neighbours several of them united n subscribing for a wreath as a last token.  ........(details of who contributed followed plus all the other floral tributes.

1st June 1918 - The Gazette included a picture of Bernard Wright in their Pictorial Roll of Honour. It also reported the following:

WORKING PARTY

The number of garments made by the Leverstock Green working party since war broke out is now 1080, 505 being mostly pyjamas, and 585 knitted articles.  Some of the latter were made by the school children.  As the members were nearly all working women with homes to look after this is a very creditable performance.  The material is given by the Red Cross Society.  The village is small so there are very few member, of these 11 have gained the badge given for good consistent work by the Red Cross namely: Mrs Bedford, Miss Bloxam, Mrs Clarke, Mrs de Begar, Mrs Fountain, Miss Hobday, Miss Ingham, Miss Morley, Mrs Sears, Mrs Secretan, Mrs W. Woodwards. [Gazette 1st June 1918]

“On Saturday 31st May a presentation was made to Mr.. W.C. Child as an appreciation of his good work in the parish of Holy Trinity, Leverstock Green , as Sunday School teacher, people’s warden, and organist for many years.  The presentation took the form of a gold watch, with inscription, and an illuminated address, with list of subscribers as follows: 

The Rev. & Mrs... Durrant, Mr.. & Mrs... Bailey, Miss Bailey, Mr.. J. Bailey,  Mrs... de Beager, Mr.. & Mrs.. Bedford, Mr.. & Mrs.. Bessant, Mr.. & Mrs... Biggs, Mr.. & Mrs.. Biswell, Miss Bloxham, Mr.. & Mrs... W Brigginshaw, Mr.. & Mrs... C. Brigginshaw, Mrs... Briggs, Nurse Carter, Mr.. Charge, Mrs... Cooper, Mrs... Currell, Mr.. & Mrs... Cox, Mr.. & Mrs... J. Dell, Miss B. Dell, Mr.. & Mrs... F. Dell, Mr.. & Mrs.. G. Dell, Mrs... Doggett, Mr.. & Mrs... A. Edwards, Mr.. A. Finch, Mr.. & Mrs... Fountain, Mr.. & Mrs... Gambles, Mr.. & Mrs... Goodenough, Mrs... Grimwood, Mr.. & Mrs... Hallett. Mr.. & Mrs... Lyn Harding, Mr.. & Mrs... Horrowell, Mr.. & Mrs... Hart, Mrs... Hill, Miss Hobbs, Miss Hobday, Mr.. & Mrs... Howe, Mrs... Hutchins, Miss Ingham, Mr.. & Mrs... Latchford, Mr.. & Mrs... Martin, Mr.. & Mrs... Matthews, Mr.. & Mrs... A. Mears, Miss Mortimer, Mr.. Orchard, Mr.. Paradine, Mrs... Parkins, Mr.. & Mrs... Peddar, Mr.. & Mrs.. Perkins, Mr.. & Mrs.., Perry, Mr.. & Mrs... A. Seabrook, Miss Ethel  Seabrook, Mrs... Sears, Mrs... D. Sears, Mrs... W. Sears, Mr.. & Mrs... Secker, Mr. & Mrs... Secretan, Mr.. & Mrs... Shapcott, Mrs... Sharp, Mrs... S. Simons, Mr.. & Mrs... J. Steers,,  Mr.. & Mrs... W. Steers, Mr.. T. Toovey, Mr.. & Mrs... Turner, Mr.. Webster, Miss Whitehead, Miss A. Whitehead, Mr.. & Mrs... Wilson, Mr.. & Mrs... A. Woodwards, Mr.. & Mrs... G. Woodwards, Mr.. & Mrs... W. Woodwards, Mr.. & Mrs... W. Wright.

5th February 1920 -   The Leverstock Green School Log books records the following brief inscription:-

Special Entry.  Memorial unveiled 7.30pm.

I subsequently inaccurately interpreted this to mean that the village war memorial was unveiled at this time - only to find at a later date from an entry in the Hemel Hempstead Gazette that this in fact occurred on April 9th 1921.  The memorial mentioned in the log book must therefore have been referring to one put up in the school; but at that time there was no record to substantiate this.

Recently a photocopy of an undated and sourced newspaper article has come to hand which bears out this supposition and showing that a plaque was erected in the schoolhouse to those boys from the school who had lost their lives in the war.  It would be interesting to know what happened to the plaque after the schoolroom was demolished to make way for private housing it the sixties.  

As the article reproduced below did not appear in the Hemel Hempstead Gazette I assume it must have come from the Hertfordshire Advertiser in the week following February 5th 1920.






MEMORIAL TO LEVERSTOCK 

GREEN OLD BOYS.

____________

A beautiful memorial brass was dedicated on Thursday last to the boys of Leverstock Green School, who have fallen in the war.  On Thursday evening many people assembled in the large school room  The Vicar (Rev. Arthur Durrant) entered in his robes, and took his place near the tablet, which was then unveiled, and the inscription, which was as follows, was read aloud by him:- “To the glorious memory of the boys of this school, who fell in the Great War, 1914-1918.  The Righteous live for ever more and the care of them is with the Most High.”  The names of the fallen inscribed on the tablet are:  Ben Briggs, Fred Cole, Fred Eames, Benj. Oakley, Harry Biswell, Jack Biswell, Fred Charge, Bernard Wright, Fred Harrowell, Victor Perkins, George Goodenough, Fred Taylor, William Parkins, Herbert Wombwell, James Hallett, George Timson, George Brown, Arthur West,  Edwin Thirn, Harry Sears, Harry Woodward.   A short memorial service  followed, the psalms used being xxiii., xxvii., and the hymns, “They whose course on earth be o’er” and “For all the Saints who from their labours rest,” were sung.  The vicar afterwards delivered the address in the course of which he said  “Almighty God speaks to us in ways that He chooses.  Tonight his message seems to be that all is well with God’s children, and he asks us to trust Him.  here in this life, God calls His children in Holy Baptism, and then he sacrifices them, fitting, training and preparing them for closer presence to Himself.  In this sanctification there must be much we cannot understand, for God is eternal, infinitely wise, almighty and of infinite love.  He tells us that through much tribulation we enter into the glory of His Kingdom.  We know enough of God to trust Him in this  life.  This is the experience of the saints and of all who love God.  As  we get to know God we are led to trust God , and so we can trust into God’s hands those whom He takes from us.  What shall we say to God tonight? We may say ‘Gather us, O Lord under the feet of Thine elect, as Thou wilt and when Thou wilt, only with our sin and shame’.  God has gathered  to Himself those whose names are on this memorial brass, from the field of battle, where doing their duty, saving home and country by the supreme sacrifice of themselves.

The brass  has been erected through the kind help and assistance of Mr.. Ford (headmaster) and by subscriptions collected by Sergt. Thorn, F. Wilkins, and E.Woodwards and the schoolchildren themselves.  The names engraved are of those men who were educated in Leverstock Green school in their boyhood, two of whom finished their education there and the rest (19 in all) were brought up there from their youngest days.  The brass has been admirably executed.  It is mounted on oak, and the design and lettering are simple and bold.  It is certainly a piece of good and truly artistic work, such as one seldom meets with in a small country village.

31st December 1920 - This was a triumphal evening for the Leverstock Green community as their long awaited Parish Hall was eventually opened.  The Gazette published the following report over a week later
LEVERSTOCK GREEN PARISH HALL

_________________

OPENED AT LAST

_______________

A large and representative company assembled on Thursday evening December 30th for the opening of the long anticipated Parish Hall.

The Rev. Durrant declared the hall open with prayers and a few appropriate words. A delightful concert of 14 items followed, and was much enjoyed.  This was arranged by Mrs. Ford and helpers.  After sumptuous refreshments, admirably supervised by Mrs. Howe and helpers, came dancing and whist.  Mrs. Durrant and her orchestra played for the dancing and throughout the evening.  The orchestra was a revelation to those who do not attend the weekly dances and  the music was a great treat to all.  Mr. Howe and Mr. R. Sears arranged the dances.  Miss Child and helpers ran a very successful whist party…………………………..

Saturday 9th April 1921 - Leverstock Green’s war memorial was unveiled.  

27th July 1921 - Gazette reported a WHIST DRIVE AT LEVERSTOCK GREEN 

The weekly whist drive organised to liquidate the debt on the  parish Hall was held at the parish Hall on Wed evening.  The attendance was rather smaller than usual there being  about 10 tables in comparison to the average of 15 weekly the play being none the less enjoyable.  Mr T Ingham acted in the capacity of MC Miss O Dell one the ladies 1st prize which consisted of a box of chocolates and Mr J Sears with a box of cigarettes obtained the Gents first prize. [Gazette 30 July 1921]

1922 -  The entry in Kelley's Directory for this year showed only a few changes.  One which possibly reflected the way life in general had been altered since the war, was that the seating in the church for 404 persons was now all free. The vicar and parish clerk remained unchanged from 1917, but the other principal offices in the village had undergone change. William Long was now sub-postmaster, and Constable John Major represented the County Constabulary.  The school appeared to be without staff as the position of schoolmaster or mistress was left blank.  There were surprisingly few changes in the list of residents and commercial undertakings. It can be noted, however, that Walter William Sears had succeeded his father William Walter, as builder.  See entry for 5th January 1918.  The directory's entry read as follows:

……………………………………..Walter Will. Sears, builder     

23rd April - The Gazette reported the death  of Mr Alfred Sears who died in Auckland new Zealand,.  He’d spent many years in NZ becoming a successful mineral water manufacturer.  He was a native of Leverstock Green and brother of William Sears (age indecipherable) [Gazette 23rd April 1927]

1929      -  Some changes were evident  in the entry for Leverstock Green in Kelly's Directory for this year. ………………………

Wm. Walt. Sears, builder                      

……………………….

Robert William Wright, wheelwright and parish clerk.

1936 – David Clarke who lived at Woodlane End remembers: The lane led to a row of cottages, one of which was occupies by Mrs. Sears, who regaled visitors with country wines.  [S283]

16th May 1936 - The following headline appeared:

 DOUBLE WEDDING AT Leverstock Green

BROTHER AND SISTER MARRY

Foster- SearsSears-Mayo

The double wedding of Mr Alfred V Sears to Miss Beatrice R Mayo, and her sister Miss Una Margaret Sears to Mr Montague George Foster took place at Holy Trinity Church .  The service was conducted by Rev Hill, curate of Boxmoor.  Gazette gave details of both weddings. [Gazette 16th May 1936]

1940 - The Leverstock Green Home Guard was formed. Mr. Robert Isons was one of their number ( he and his wife lived in Curtis Road  until Mr. Isons death in 1995/6), and he was kind enough to let me copy his photograph of the Home Guard, looking very smart in their uniforms.

     Begining at the left of the back row the members of the Home Guard were as follows: Mrs. Gyse, Bob Fitzjohn, Bert Boatwright,Tom Waler, Bob Isons ( with glasses), Jim Stuart, ? Wheeler, ?, Dicky Blackmoon,Fred Latchford, Cecil Parkins, ? ? Boak, ?, Dick Sears, Tommy Daniels and Beatie Mayo.Starting again at the left of those seated: Charlie Rodgers, Fred Jaques, ?,?, Sydney Isons ( Bob Ison's uncle), The C.O., Mr. Shuffrey( with stick ) Bill Skeggs, Edie Perkins, Albert Daniels,?,?.    If anyone can fill in the gaps, please let me know.

14th March 2004: Death of Douglas George Albert Sears, aged 83. (Lived at Bathurst Road Highfield) – the family hoped to have him buried in his mother, Ellen Sears’ grave at Holy Trinity Church Leverstock Green. [Gazette 17th March 2004 and communications between family, Rev. Cutmore and myself.]

APRIL 28th 





HEARTS OF OAK BENEFIT SOCIETY


DISTRICT 150 - BY-ELECTION


_______


ELECTION OF A DELEGATE


_______


YOUR VOTES & INTEREST


are respectfully solicited by





W W SEARS


Who has been a member for 20 years





VOTE THUS


Fisher WG, 43, London Road, St. Albans�
�
�
SEARS W W (133, 229) LEVERSTOCK GREEN HEMEL HEMPSTEAD 


�
X�
�









�By this I take it to mean that a Magic Lantern Show, showing slides of the Holy Land perhaps, was incorporated into services.


�Bonomy Panmore Eykin is known to have lived at "Orchard Lea” in Tile Kiln Lane. See page 72 of The Archive Photograph Series: Leverstock Green & Bennetts End .


�It seems highly probable that the photograph of Maypole dancing included in The Archive Photograph Series: Leverstock Green & Bennetts End  on page 89  was taken at the event.





